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[ ABSTRACT)

In the issue of intersection of Chinese and Western philosophy, we are
always accustomed to associate Mencius with Kant because both are autonomous.
Howeuver, it is not accurate enough to say that Kant’s theories of human nature are
more like Mencius; on the other hand, it is unilateral to say that Kant is analogous to
Hslin Tzu because he claims that human nature is evil. None of the above statements
can accurately delineate the full picture how Kant’s Western philosophy meets and
intersects with Chinese Confucianism. Therefore, we have to discuss all of the three
philosophers to have a complete satisfactory answer.

First, the main difference between Mencius and Hsiin Tzu on human nature
lies in two aspects of human nature. While Hsiin Tzu only sees its empirical aspect;
besides that, Mencius also sees its intelligible aspect and he is aware that human
nature has its transcendent aspect. Although Mencius acknowledges that human
nature has two aspects, he has more treatises on human good nature than evil
nature, if not neglected. This ignorance happens to be emphasized in theories by
Hsin Tzu. As a result, it appears that these two theories on human nature, either
inherently good or evil, are incompatible with each other. In fact, both are
complimentary and imply the same thing.

Furthermore, the Confucian theory of human nature must examine Mencius
and Hsiin Tzu simultaneously, in particular when compared with that of Kant. The
reason is that Kant also believes that human nature has two aspects and is of dual
character. The human nature in Mencius’s theory on inherently good human nature
belongs to the intelligible character of Kant, while that in Hsiin Tzu’s evil belongs to
the empirical character. Besides, Kant’s concept of radical evil portrays human evil
nature in more details. As to the good nature, Kant share the same concept with
Mencius, but the latter delves further more.

Finally, by re-organization and re-presentation of Mencius’s and Hsiin Tzu'’s
theories of human nature, a comparative study in Kant’s, Mencius’s and Hsiin Tzu’s
theories of human nature concludes that” Kant’s theory of human nature may be
said to be able to comprehend both Mencius’s and Hsiin Tzu’s theories.” It can do so
by virtue of Kant’s two theories about human nature, namely, of dual character and

of autonomy v.s. heteronomy.

Keywords : Kant, Mencius, Hsiin Tzu, Theories of human nature, human nature is
inherently good, human nature is evil, dual character, autonomy,
heteronomy, empirical character, intelligible character, radical evil.
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