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College Students’ Housing Choice and Reasons

Abstract

When a school year is coming to an end, it’s about time for college students to
decide the next living place for next semester. We wonder whether they will stay in the
same place or move out and what’s the best housing choice, so we decided to use
questionnaires to investigate Taiwanese college students’ housing situation. Also, we
hope that this research result could be a reference for others when they have difficulty
making up their minds.

As for our questionnaire, except for the basic information, we divided the
questionnaire into three parts: living in the dorm, renting a suite and living at home.
Each of them is developed into individual sections. After the participants answered
where they are living now, they would have to answer where they are going to live in
the next year and the reasons why they make this decision. Under each sections are
several possible reasons on the scale of 1 to 6 (1 represents the least relevance and 6
represents the mostly relevant.), and the participants would have to mark the level for
each reason.

In our data gathered from 250 questionnaires, we are informed that the reasons
why people choose to live at home are living quality, sanitation issue. If they’re going
to change the living place, it could result from learning to be independent. As for those
who live in dorm, they mostly concern about financial issue, and the distance between
living place and the school, which also serve as the reasons why they remain living in
dorm. Yet, if they are planning to move out, it’s because of living quality, sanitation
concern. Furthermore, if a student renting a room off-campus, he or she probably cares
about not only living quality and sanitation concern, but also privacy, no access control,
to have visitors, which are the causes why they keep the same living style, but excludes
the most essential reason — habit. If a student decides to move the suite he or she rents,
it could be inferred to the financial issue.

Keyword -

College Students
Housing choice
Living at home
Living in dorm
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Renting a suite
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College Students’ Housing Choice and Reasons
Introduction

Provide the Thesis Statement

As college students as well, we noticed that most college students need to find
an accommodation at the end of the school year. Some may have difficulties on making
decisions; some may have already decided where to live. Also, after living at the present
place for almost a year, whether they would like to stay at the same place or they are
actually planning to move, there, we supposed, must be some reasons lead to their
choices. Therefore, we made up our mind to do research about this field and make
efforts to investigate the causes and effects. For this research, we check various websites
about student’s accommodations and there are tons of opinions about this issue. For
instance, one website claims that when choosing your student accommodation, it’s
incredibly important to consider the location of a property ([17] “students’ pocket
guide”), which could be indicating safety issue or the distance between living place and
the school. Another website claims that student halls, living out and staying at home all
have their pros and cons ([12] “The Telegraph”), so we realized that every
accommodation has its advantages and disadvantages. For example, still another
website claims that there are five benefits of living in dorm ([13] “Top University”).
Also, one website claims that they listed ten reasons to live on campus. ([5] “University
of Waikato”). These on-line resources provide numerous viewpoints on different types
of housing choices, which provides us a lot of references and also stimulates us to
conduct one convincing one by ourselves. With curiosity, we desire to find out what is
the real reasons make students choose their accommodations. First, considering what
one website claims, which indicates that college students choose to live off-campus,
because they concerns about freedom ([16] “Jining Medical College”). Therefore, we
assumed that freedom is the main reason that students choose to live off- campus.
Second, Sallie Mae said on her survey that there are about two-third of college students
chose to live at home with relatives to save money.( [11] “Education Dive”), so we
assumed that saving money is the main reason for students to live at home. Third,
Stephanie, college freshman said in her interview that she couldn’t have asked for a
better roommate. They thought they would have problems rooming together because at
home we are both pack rats. Surprisingly, their room is usually {iberclean. It’s probably
because they wouldn’t be able to move in such a small room if there was any clutter.
([6] “Bigfuture”) Accordingly, we assumed that experiencing the life in dorm is the
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main reason for students to live in dorm. In order to find out if our conjectures are
correct, we made a research about students’ preferences about their accommodations
and the degree of each reason. We distributed 250 questionnaires to the college students
around different places in Taiwan. After analyzing the result, we calculate some
statistics carefully. In the following paragraphs, we will show you what reasons
influence students to make their decisions about the accommodation in: home, rental
place, and in dorm and hope that the research results can serve as a reference for all the
college students.

Body (should contain Method and Results)

1. Ask question and provide answers
2. Cause and effect

3. Challenge an Assumption

Method

Since the purpose of this paper is to look into the causes that influence the
Taiwanese college students to choose their accommodation, our questionnaire is used
to see the current status of Taiwanese college students' accommodation and also to find
out the choices which they will make in the future. The procedure of our questionnaire
goes like what is shown below.

| Background information+ |

1e

| Current accommodation« |«

1

Levels to each reasons of the+|«
current accommodation <

lw

£

Future choices of <
accommodation «

/N

1.Living at the dorm «|-
2.Living at home «
3.Renting a suite

Stay the same« |¢

1+

Levels to each reasons of the+ |

Figurel: Questionnaire's procedure
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Except for the basic information, we divided the questionnaire into three parts:
living in the dorm, renting a suite and living at home. Each of them is developed into
individual sections. After the participants answered where they are living now, they
would have to answer where they are going to live in the next year and the reasons why
they make this decision. Under each sections are several possible reasons on the scale
of 1 to 6 (1 represents the least relevance and 6 represents the mostly relevant.), and the
participants would have to mark the level for each reason.

For the survey, we received 250 valid questionnaire responses. In the 250
college students from Taiwan, there are 37 people (14.9%) living at home now; 141
people (56.5%) are renting a suite off campus; and 72 people (29%) living at the dorm.
The pie chart is shown below:

Current accommodation

B Livigemp2)me
(14.9%)

¥ Renting a suite
(56.5%)
Living at dorm
(29%)

Figure 2: College students’ current housing choice

We listed several potential reasons why did they choose the current
accommodation and ask them to mark the level of each reason. The questions are below:

For example, why do you choose to rent a suite? (Mark "1" if it is nothing to do
with your choice, and mark "6" if it is the most important reason of your choice.) For
the reasons, there are privacy, no access control, parents’ demand, to learn to be
independent, to keep a pet, tidiness, to have visitors, living quality.

We also asked the students who originally live in the suite to answer the
following question:  Are you planning to stay the same living way in the next year?

According to their answer to this question, we divided them into two groups and
for the participants to mark the scale for each reason. For the students who answered
"yes", they will receive the following questions: What are the reasons why you choose
to stay the same living way?(Mark "1" if it is nothing to do with your choice, and
mark "6" if it is the most important reason of your choice.)

As for the students who answered "No™" to this question will receive the

following question:

What are the reasons why you choose to change your accommodation? (Mark
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"1" if it is nothing to do with your choice, and mark "6" if it is the most important
reason of your choice.)

For the part of reasons, we view level one as one point, level two as two points

and so on. We calculated the average point of each reason and rank them. Thus, we’ll
be able to tell which are the most decisive causes that influence the college students'
choices on accommodation. We calculate the result as this form:
[(Number of people who choose 1 point*1) + (Number of people who choose 2
points*2)+( Number of people who choose 3 points*3)+ (Number of people who choose
4 points*4)+ (Number of people who choose 5 points*5)+ (Number of people who
choose 6 points*6) ]/ total people who answered this section.

Our results are mainly divided into three parts, and we are going to talk about
each of them in the body:
1. Living at the dorm
(a) Stay the same accommaodation next year
- Reasons why
(b) Change the way of accommaodation
- Reasons why
2. Renting a suite
(a) Stay the same accommodation next year
- Reasons why
(b) Change the way of accommaodation
- Reasons why
3. Living at home
(a) Stay the same accommaodation next year
- Reasons why
(b) Change the way of accommodation
- Reasons why

Results

As our method part mentioned, we divided three parts for people who do our
survey to choose. A part is for those who live at home; B part for living in the dorm; C
part for renting a suite off campus. If people choose “live at home”, they only need to
answer the questions in section A part, B and C also follow this rule. Among those 250
questionnaires, there are only 37 people live at home. This is little beyond our exception.
Cause Kate Ashford interprets Sallie Mae’s recent “How America Pays for College”
report as more than half of the students choose to live at home to make school more
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affordable. [8] However, this is not that case in Taiwan. We suppose that it is common
for college students in Taiwan to leave their own town in order to study. For those who
still choose to study at their own town, the Figure 1 shows that there are three reasons
higher than the level of 3.5, including living quality, sanitation concern, and privacy.
Living quality and sanitation concern are the two reach the score of 4.

Figure 3:Living at Home

Following, we ask them that if they will maintain living at home or choosing
another choices. Then, we receive almost two-thirds remain living at home. Figure 2
shows that the reasons higher than the level of 3.5 are the habit, sanitation concern,
living quality, financial concern, and privacy. This is also a little different with the
results we found in About Parenting website. Jackie Burrell states that “Everyone
associates the college experience with dorm life but the truth is, not everyone lives on
campus. If your child is going to a community college or a commuter university close
to home, chances are he's going to be rooming with Mom and Dad” ([10] “About
Parenting website). But, close to college only got 2.7, which is even below 3. We can
see that living quality, sanitation concern, and privacy ranked the same with the first
question, and financial concern is the fourth high reason that makes college students
keep living at home. Yet, money is the first reason that affects college students’ decision
in America. This huge difference between Taiwan and America might be the tuition fee.
One website claims that, the tuition fee is from ten thousand to forty thousand US
dollars ([9] “Top Universities website”). If we switch it into NT dollar, we can
understand why parents in US want to save the money.
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Figure 4: Stay at the Same Accommodation Next Year

The others who change their living style, we can see they have just one reason
above the level of 3.5 in Figure 3. It is being experiencing individual living style or
dormitory life. This means that the main reason for people who do our survey and
choose to move out their own house is to learn to be independent. It is the same we
find online. One website claims that parents are more aware of your comings and
goings and have easier access to ask about your class performance and college
activities. While the communication is good, it may impede a student's desire for
independence and privacy ([14] “Every Life website”). This totally matches the result
we have. The interesting thing is that another 11 reasons are between the score from
2.3 to 3.1. There are even 4 reasons are all at the level of 2.7. Although we only
mention the reasons above standard of 3.5, the others reasons still have its own value
can be considered.
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Figure 5: Changing the Accommodation

()

We decided to use "renting a suite off campus™ as our third category. Why do the
students want to rent a suite instead of a room without toilet? According to an article in
AR E A SCFEr 22 4R, students care about the living quality more and more recently. ([21]
"RERAE e AMETE R AR ZE") Under the premise of pursuing living quality,
sanitation issue is an element that is included. Sanitation issue is connected with the
tidiness of living environment. Consequently, student would choose a suite rather than
a room without toilet which means they need to share a toilet with others.

O = Mows o

Figure 6: Renting a Suite

®

Figure 6 shows that privacy, having visitors, living quality, the sanitation issue and
the access are above 3.5 points. That means, these five reasons are the most decisive
causes for the students who choose to rent a suite off campus instead of the other two
ways of accommodations. We will discuss each factor we got in the following paragraph.

Privacy is a very important factor when students are choosing their
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accommodation. Students need privacy because they don't want to be disturbed when
they are working on school works ([25] “Business Weekly”). Also, living in their own
suite can make sure that the living quality is good because they don't have to deal with
roommates' living style. It is not necessary to mention that they can avoid encountering
someone who is not that tidy, the living quality would definitely decrease

One article in A Day magazine talks about the advantages of living alone, and
having friends as visitors is one of the benefits. “One can enjoy the air of freedom by
living alone and can also bring whoever he or she wants home” ([3] “Freedom is
priceless!”). Students cannot bring their friends to the dorm for party or discussion
because they have to consider the feelings of their roommates. But things changed when
they chose to live off campus. Because the students do not have to consider their
roommates anymore, they can bring friends to their own suite to have a party or group
discussion alike.

D W s~ O
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o

Figure 7: Stay at the Same Accommodation Next Year @

After evaluating the data, we got the bar chart as figure 7. There are six reasons
that are above 3.5 points in this bar chart. The very essential reasons are habit and
privacy. Same as the previous question, privacy still occupied main reasons that make
students want to rent a suite. Habit is added into this section. If you have the experience
of changing living place, you will agree that it is really an annoying, troublesome and
tiring work. So as the students, they do not want to change their living place because of
the habit. They do not want to change the way they live because they set all their stuff
down and finally got used to the suite and they do not want to repeat this tiring work.

After living in the suite for a year, interestingly, college students seem satisfied
with the three factors that make them originally choose to rent a suite: sanitation issue,
having visitors and living quality. Thus, these three factors are above 4 points in both
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results.
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Figure 8: Changing the Accommodation @

From our questionnaire results, the reasons why college students want to move out
from their suite is different from our hypothesis: freedom. The result shows that
financial concern is the only reason that is above 3.5 points among other twelve reasons.
In Taiwan, 80% of college students get the financial support from their parents and the
other 20% form part time job. Since the income is fixed, the students would like to
decrease the amount of rentals to make the ends meet ([24] "LHU"). Coherent with the
report by LHU, the high cost of renting a suite is the biggest problem for the college
students when they are choosing their own ways of accommodation. On the other hand,
living at the dorm has the advantage of paying cheaper rent. ([23] “Nfg&{#E B 24,51
TE = EABEFL”). From the result we got in the previous two sections, students like to
live in a place that can have privacy and keep tidy, but from this section, we know that
some of them also want to save money on the rent or they may not want to spent too
much from their parents.

Compare the questionnaire results we got and our hypothesis, without access
(freedom) is not the most important reason that influence the college students to choose
their accommodation. Access is a way to protect students, but the concept of access
changed these years ([22] “THCPnews”). Students nowadays have their own business
such as practicing at the ball team or club, discussing the report or presentation and
dating. But they have to stop their activity at the access time and hurry back to the dorm.
For those who are living in the dorm, access may be the reason they consider the next
accommodation. On the other hand, the students who have been lived in the suite for a
year, access is not a temptation to them for choosing the next accommodation.

Third, we are going to present the consequence of average scores from the data
we had gathered. In the chart of average scores, we can see the major causes why living
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in dorm are the dominant financial concern and close to school, then safety. Why do
some students want to live in dorm for 4 years? One website claims that the most
effective reasons for students to decide the accommodation ([18] “10 reasons to live in
a dorm for 4 years”). According to it, there are several reasons to live in a dorm.
However, the most effective reasons including proximity, meet new people, safety are
also combined in our research. Students feel the short distance between the classroom
and bedroom is quiet essential for them when they decide to live in dorm. Besides, it is
exciting and interesting to have roommates in the dorm so that we can meet new people
every day in the public such as in kitchen or living room. Stephanie, a college freshman
states in an interview that she couldn’t have asked for a better roommate ([6]
“Bigfuture”). Thus, there is a part of college students thought the benefit of living
together is having a roommate so they want to experience the dorm life. When it comes
to safety, living in dorm is much safer than off-campus.

Financial Near the School Safety Parent's Request Experience the
Concern dorm life

Figure 9: Living in Dorm
®

Although we suppose that college students want to experience the dorm life as
the most effective reason to choose accommodation, from questionnaire results as figure,
the reason why college students want to move out from their suite is different from it.
It does affect students to decide, but it didn’t influence that much. To sum up, we find
that if a student cares living quality and sanitation, he or she tends to live in rental place
or at home. In addition, concerning about financial issue, college students would choose
to live in dorm if their home is not in the same city of their college. If their homes are
in the same city of the university, they usually move out from home simply because
they want to experience living alone to learn to be independent. However, despite a
report, Choosing Your Accommodation, which published by La Trobe University,
indicated that the convenience of the accommodation is necessary so people should
observe the facilities nearby when they choose place to live ([2] “Choosing Your
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Accommodation). Nowadays, in fact, everyone who lives near school always have a
convenient environment in common. Besides, there are always restaurants, convenient
store and many facilities in dorm for students to live easily ([19] Use GIS to Analyze
Habitat Selection Factors-Taipei, 38) Thus, the quality of dorm doesn’t take very much
about the effective factor for students to live in dorm. Above all, we can see that the
distance, expend, and security really affect for students to live in dorm.

NN W s~ G
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Figure 10: Stay at the same accommodation next year @

As for those who decide to stay living in dorm, figure 10 shows the main reason
lies in the shorter distance to the school, which is followed by the cost, the habit, the
security, and the parent’s requirements. CAEPR, the center for applied economics and
policy research, which written by Araujo, Pedro De, conducted that the most effective
reason for students to choose live in dorm is about the distance form campus ([7]
"Estimating the Effects of Dormitory Living on Student Performance'). Not only for
the distance from school to dorm but also to hometown have influences on the decision.
The research prove that being closer to school really affect students to stay and live in
dorm one more year. From this statistics, it is also observed that the score of shorter
distance is close to the second reason that of the cost when considering living in the
dorm instead of renting outside of the school. In addition to the distance and the expense,
habit, security, and parent’s requirements also support the decision of staying in the
dorm. In regard to the opinion of mine, the expense of the rental is the most important
reason for me to make the decision.
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Figure 11: Changing the Accommodation @

Figure 11 shows the primary factors of quitting from living in the dorm include
living quality, sanitation issue, privacy, visitors, and the curfew. Among these factors,
the quality of living accounts for the highest 4.1. Sanitation of 4 is ranked at the second
one, and privacy of 3.7 is the third high. Next, visitor issue of 3.9 and curfew of 3.6 are
the fourth and the fifth one for the reason of leaving from the dorm, respectively.
According to the aforementioned questionnaire, most students living in the dorm feel
that the quality of housing is the most important reason for them no longer to live in the
dorm.

Conclusion

Restate the Thesis and Research beyond it
Discuss Test Result

find an accommodation for next year. After living at the present place for almost a year,
whether they would like to stay at the same place or where are they planning to move?
Some students may have difficulties on making decisions, while some may have already
decided where to live. We have finished the research to find out their decision result
and the reasons lead to their preference on housing choice.

To begin with, we find that if a student cares living quality and sanitation, he or
she tends to live in rental place or at home. This didn’t hit our assumption of freedom.
On-campus dormitories in Taiwan don’t supply a very high living quality, but rather
strange regulations such as curfew and access control. One website indicates that
students are expected to maintain the apartment in an orderly and sanitary condition.
Students are responsible for cleaning the bathroom. If Housing becomes aware of
unsanitary conditions resulting from students failing to maintain the apartment or
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bedroom, Housing will clean the apartment and/or room, the resident(s) will be charged
([4] “Penn State University”). This policy can absolutely satisfy sanitation concern.

In addition, concerning about financial issue, college students would choose to
live in dorm if their home is not in the same city of their college. Those from rich family
can probably get their parents buy an apartment for them, but the poor may be even
homeless. There is coverage reporting that a 19-year-old mechanical engineering major
student, Jake Stevens, is not a typical college student. When out of class or working a
full-time job at an automotive company, he spends most of his time worrying about
where he’ll sleep next ([20] “Yahoo Finance”). The decision of living in dorm may be
able to help the poverty and homeless to meet their ends.

If their homes are in the same city of the university, they usually move out from
home simply because they want to experience living alone to learn to be independent.
An organization mentioned that Students may choose to live at home during college for
a number of reasons.  Perhaps the most common and obvious reason is to save money,
which matches our hypothesis. Although tuition costs are high, they are only one
portion of the costs of attending college. Some have to live at home because of parents’
demands. Anderson Strickler, LLC argues that a number of parents believed that their
student is getting moderate quality housing for a high price. ([1] “2011 Students
Housing Market Analysis” 2). A student who can live at home, and therefore reduce or
eliminate the costs of living, will save himself, and his family, thousands of dollars. But
cost may not be the only reason that some students choose to live at home during the
college years. Some students enjoy being close to their family; they enjoy, and need,
the extra support that family members can provide. Some may have a health or other
issue that requires that they stay at home ([15] “College Parents of America”). This
explanation not only supports the result of questionnaire, but also issued some
unexpected reasons such as enjoying being close to family and health issue.

The above is our research on college students’ housing choice and reasons. We
hope that the study result can benefit those who can’t make up their minds by providing
our analysis on the pros and cons of each accommaodation choice.
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