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中文摘要

英雄，不僅是我們對於理想人格所構思的抽象概念。自古以來，許多作家及創作者常常將這個概念具體化至文學、影視、繪畫創作中，套用於我們所建構的角色上，來呈現人類對於希望、勇氣及高尚品潔的形象。通常來說，這一類的角色都會被賦予所謂的天賦，簡而言之，就是所謂的超能力。而擁有超凡能力的他們，為何會選擇運用自己的優勢，來為這個世界創造更多福祉及幫助，正是我們的研究目的。
     為了探討自古以來，所謂「英雄」的特別之處，是什麼樣的因素造就他們成為人們所景仰崇尚的對象，我們透過比較及分析古希臘神話與現代漫威影業中的兩位著名角色，來探索兩者之間是否有所關聯及任何特點之傳承。
關鍵字：英雄、天賦、古希臘神話、漫威影業、傳承
Abstract

Hero, is not only the abstract concept of how human beings constructing the ideal characteristic, but also from the past to the present, writers and creators often presented some characters  in literatures, filmography and paintings Hero, is not only the abstract concept of how human beings constructing the ideal characteristic, but also from the past to the present, writers and creators often present the concept by creating characters with ideal traits in literatures, filmography and paintings in order to embody the images of hope, bravery and noble disposition. Usually, this type of characters will be endued some gifts, the so called “Superpower.” To find out the reason why those talented people are willing to take advantage of their abilities, to create well-beings and to offer more help, is our research purpose.
For the purpose of investigating from the ancient time to the present, why heroes are so unique, and what factors do they possessed that makes them well-respected by people, we made the comparison and analysis to two famous characters in Ancient Greek Mythology and Marvel Studio. We hope by applying these methods, to find out is there any common relation and in inheritance of traits between heroes
Keyword：Hero, gifts, Ancient Greek Mythology, Marvel Studio, Inheritance
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Introduction


Definition of Heroes

In literatures, movies, historical stories, comics or even real life, there will always be someone who willing to offer their helps in order to save people from troubles. They aren't afraid of taking the responsibilities, or even sacrifice themselves. Usually, those people have outstanding capability or distinguished courage, esteemed for his/her remarkable deeds and great qualities. Our ancestors created and gave those people who possessed these kinds of ideal qualities an unique name ─ hero.

Reasons of choosing these two characters ─ Achilles & Wolverine

Since attempted to find out what makes those characters so special that people admire them, even regarded them as idols, we came up with the idea of discovering materials from Marvel comics and Mythology, two of the most significant and well-known works nowadays. We believe by analyzing characters in these famous pieces of works, it will be much easier for our reader to understand the concept and the content of our research, for most of them might have read or seen them before.

As a result, we choose Wolverine in Marvel comics and Achilles in Greek Mythology to be the example comparison. The following are three reasons why we pick them as our major materials: 
1. Fame - the movies with the theme of both characters were presented by Hollywood filmmakers. It makes them more famous among the audience, even though they were already well-known in their original works, comics and literature.

2. Image - These two characters share many similarities in both physical and psychological sides. For example, the images of both characters are both competitive and emotional. And also, they are both gifted warriors.

3. Turning point - In both stories, there were challenges and difficulties waiting for them to solve and conquer. After going through the process of overcoming, they both grow to be better and stronger physically or mentally.
Reasons why we compare and contrast from these four aspects ─ background story, weakness, turning points, and free will
The reason why we used these four aspects (background story, weakness, turning points, and free will) to analyze these two characters is because a causal correlation exists between these points. To begin with, we needed to have a thorough idea about the background story of each character so that we could embark on our investigation. During the investigation, we found out that these two characters share some similarities. They both have their physical and mental weakness, and something relevant (important) enough to be called the turning points (according to Dictionary.com: a point at which a decisive change takes place; critical point; crisis (“Turning Point”)[1] ) happened in their lives. Also, in their background stories, we uncovered that they both chose to use their power which transcended ordinaries or the so-called superpower to contribute the world instead of evilly using their power, which fulfilled the definition based on Dictionary.com of “free will” (free and independent choice; voluntary decision) (“Free Will”)[2]. As shown above, these are a brief explanation why we used these four aspects to make analysis on these characters.
Body 

Background Story

Achilles, a hero in Greek mythology, was one of the main characters that participated in the Trojan War. Achilles was the son of the Nereid Thetis (1) and Peleus (2), the mortal king of the Myrmidons (3). When Achilles was born, his mother did everything she could to make his son immortal: She covered Achilles’ body in ambrosia (4) and burned him over a fire every night; she dipped him into the River Styx, whose water was said to confer the invulnerability of the gods. However, she did not notice that his heel, by which she held him, was not touched by the water. As a result, Achilles was invulnerable everywhere but only his heel remained mortal. (“Mythology(Edith Hamilton)”) [1] In time Peleus took his son to Mount Pelion(5) be raised by the Centaur Chiron(6). Chiron was a famous mentor, tutor and teacher of many heroes. On Mount Pelion Achilles was fed meat from lions, wild boars, and the marrow of bears, to give him courage. A diet of honey-comb and fawn's marrow made him a swift runner. Chiron taught Achilles the arts of riding, hunting, archery, pipe-playing, healing and more while the Muse Calliope taught him to sing. Achilles exemplified the best qualities of a warrior, coupled with the soul of a poet. He killed his first boar when he was only six years old and every day brought wild animals back to Chiron. When Achilles was 9 years old, Thetis foretold that her son's fate was either to gain glory and die young, or to live a long but uneventful life in obscurity. In order to save his son’s life, Thetis disguised him as a girl and sent him to live on the Aegean island (7) of Skyros (8). Nevertheless, Achilles chose the former one, and decided to take part in the Trojan War. (“Wikipedia. (Wikimedia Foundation.)”) [3]
Annotations: 

(1) Thetis, is encountered in Greek mythology mostly as a sea nymph or known as the goddess of water, one of the 50 Nereids. 

(2) In Greek mythology, Peleus was a hero whose myth was already known to the hearers of Homer in the late 8th century BC. Peleus was a friend of Heracles, and served in Heracles' expedition against the Amazons, and his quest for the Golden Fleece.

(3) According to Greek legend, the Myrmidons were a group of people who extraordinarily fearless and skilled soldiers.

(4) In the ancient Greek myths, ambrosia is sometimes the food or drink of the Greek gods, often depicted as conferring longevity or immortality upon whoever consumed it.

(5) Pelion is a mountain at the southeastern part of Thessaly in central Greece

(6) In Greek mythology, Chironwas held to be the superlative centaur amongst his brethren. Chiron was notable throughout Greek mythology for his youth-nurturing nature. His personal skills tend to match those of Apollo, his foster father (sometimes along with Artemis); medicine, music, archery, hunting, prophecy. (5) The Aegean Islands are the group of islands in the Aegean Sea, with mainland Greece to the west and north and Turkey to the east

(7) Skyros is an island in Greece, the southernmost of the Sporades, an archipelago in the Aegean Sea.

(8) Achaeans, a name used by Homer in the Iliad for Mycenaean-era Greeks in general

According to Marvel.com, James Howlett, who is usually known as the Wolverine, was born the second son of the wealthy landowners John and Elizabeth Howlett. Throughout his childhood, James was mainly neglected by his mother. He spent most of his young ages living on the estate grounds with his two playmates, Rose and a boy nicknamed “Dog”. They were close friends until they reached young adulthood. Dog was the son of the alcoholic, extremely abusive groundkeeper, Thomas Logan. The abuse inflicted upon Dog distorted his mind. One day, James reported Dog’s unwanted advances toward Rose to his father and Dog killed his pet dog in revenge. This caused the expulsion of Thomas and Dog Logan from the estate, and later the intrusion on the estate. During the intrusion, James entering the room witnessed Thomas shooting his father down in cold blood. For the first time, James’ mutation manifested when the shooting occurred; his claws appeared and killed the intruders with uncharacteristic fierceness. James’ mother Elizabeth who was already an emotionally disturbed woman shot herself down later. Afterwards, for their safety, Rose fled the estate with James, who had been traumatized deeply and thus forgot most of the memories of life back at the state. However, they were falsely incriminated by Dog who had already turned a psychopath and, in the years followed, took refuge in a British Colombia mining colony under the disguise of being cousins. There, James changed his name to “Logan” to hide his identity and worked as a miner. As the hard work of mining progressed, James strengthened his body and his mutant power developed. He became unusually strong, ferocious, immune to elements, and even learned how to hunt like an animal. During this period, James developed strong deep feelings for Rose but could not demonstrate them for the guise of being cousins. Meanwhile, Dog was tracking James and Rose down and eventually he found and confronted James. They were caught in a huge fight and Dog was overpowered by the infuriated James. As Dog laid unconscious, James revealed his claws in public for the first time and was about to kill Dog. In a sudden, Rose stepped in trying to stop James but she was accidentally impaled by his claws and died in James’ arms. Horrified, James fled into woods and lived in self-exile. Following a series of incidents, James Howlett (whose name is now Logan) was approached by Professor Charles Xavier who was the founder of the X-men school, chose to stay with the X-men and subsequently started his heroic life. (“Wolverine (James Howlett)”) [4]
Weakness

Despite Achilles superhuman power and unparalleled strength, he also had some weaknesses in both physical and mental parts. Physically, Achilles’s heel was the only part on his body that could be harmed which became his fatal weakness. As for mental weaknesses, he experienced human emotions like rage, confusion, grief and a sense of individualism. In Homer's “Iliad”, Homer painted a more nuanced picture on his personality. “Rage—Goddess, sing the rage of Peleus’ son Achilles, murderous, doomed that cost the Achaeans (9) countless losses….” In book one, the very first lines of the Iliad mentioned Achilles' characteristic, rage. Thus, Achilles was quite quick-tempered and could be easily petulant when he did not get his way. Being enraged when the Greek Agamemnon (10), the commander of the Greek, took his war prizes for his own, Achilles quarreled bitterly with Agamemnon and even withdrew from the battlefield.(“SparkNotes. (B&N).”) [5]
Besides rage, Achilles also showcased his stubborn side. After being dishonored by Agamemnon and saying not to fight for the Greek, he continued to follow this pattern throughout the story. In addition, he was a man with an imperious will and a strong sense of vanity. Achilles’s arrogance and pride were constant sources of consternation for his fellow Greeks, as was best displayed by the conflict with Agamemnon. His hubris not only ended up limiting his accomplishments, but also leaded to his death. Moreover, Achilles was full of vengeance and in some instances, capable of great cruelty, as evidenced by his treatment of Hector (11)'s died body. (“CliffsNotes (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)”) [6] (“Ask.( IAC Publishing Labs)”) [7]
Annotations:
(9) “Rage—Goddess, sing the rage of Peleus’ son Achilles,   murderous, doomed, that cost the Achaeans countless losses,  hurling down to the House of Death so many sturdy souls, great fighters’ souls, but made their bodies carrion, feasts for the dogs and birds,  and the will of Zeus was moving toward its end. Begin, Muse, when the two first broke and clashed, Agamemnon lord of men and brilliant Achilles.”(Hamilton, Edith, Mythology, Little, Brown and Company, 1942, Print)

(10) In Greek mythology, Agamemnon was the brother of Menelaus. When Helen, the wife of Menelaus, ran off with Paris of Troy, Agamemnon commanded the united Greek armed forces in the ensuing Trojan War.

(11) In Greek mythology, Hector was a Trojan prince and the greatest fighter. He acted as a leader of the Trojans and their allies in the defense of Troy.

In spite of Wolverine’s superpower and incredible self-healing ability, Wolverine still has weakness. Excerpted from Marvel.com, the website points out: 

Wolverine is a mutant who possesses the ability to regenerate damaged or destroyed areas of his cellular structure at a rate far greater than that of an ordinary human. The speed at which this healing factor works varies in direct proportion with the severity of the damage Wolverine suffers … Despite the extent of his healing factor, Wolverine is not immortal. If the injuries are extensive enough, especially if they result in the loss of vital organs, large amounts of blood, and/or loss of physical form, such as having flesh burned away by fire or acid, Wolverine can die.(“Wolverine”) [8]
Apart from his physical weakness, Wolverine also suffers from his mental weakness, which is his uncontrollable rage.  As mentioned in Wolverine’s background story, he killed a man (Thomas Logan) for the first time due to his crazy fury. At the second time, his unstoppable rage drove him to almost kill his childhood playmate Dog, but instead he killed his beloved Rose accidentally. His inability to control his rage serves as his major mental weakness.
Turning Points

There were two turning points in Achilles’s life. One was his choice of his fate. “Mother tells me, the immortal goddess Thetis with her glistening feet, that two fates bear me on to the day of death. If I hold out here and I lay siege to Troy, my journey home is gone, but my glory never dies. If I voyage back to the fatherland I love, my pride, my glory dies . . .” (12). Instead of living an ordinary and long life, he chose the life that was short but glories. His vanity and ambition of gaining glory and making history led him to his own fate. (“ENotes.(Brad Satoris & Alex Bloomingdale).”) [9]
The other turning point was when Achilles was still in his great wrath that he refused to heed all entreaties and remained sulking in his tent. He allowed his beloved friend and cousin Patroclus (13), dressed in the armor of him, to lead the warlike Myrmidons against the attackers. This decision led to the death of Patroclus. Seeing his friend killed by Hector under the walls of the city, he blamed the enormity of his own inaction and then soon engaged the Trojans in fierce combat. Merciless in his anger and grief, he killed Hector. At this point, Achilles's rage became the rage of revenge and love. Therefore, the resolution of back to the battlefield brought about his death. (“Troy(Dir. Wolfgang Petersen. By David Benioff. Perf. Brad Pitt ,Eric Bana Orlando and Bloom.)”.) [10]
Annotations:
(12) “Cattle and fat sheep can all be had for the raiding,

  tripods all for the trading, and tawny-headed stallions.

  But a man’s life breath cannot come back again— 

Mother tells me,

  the immortal goddess Thetis with her glistening feet,

  that two fates bear me on to the day of death.

  If I hold out here and I lay siege to Troy,

  my journey home is gone, but my glory never dies.

  If I voyage back to the fatherland I love,

  my pride, my glory dies. . .”

(13) In Greek mythology, as recorded in Homer's Iliad, Patroclus was the son of Menoetius, grandson of Actor, King of Opus, and Achilles' beloved comrade and brother-in-arms.
There were two major turning points in Wolverine’s life. As shown in the background story, the first turning point is that he killed Thomas Logan. After killing Thomas Logan, he escaped from the false incrimination with Rose and thus had the chance to develop his mutant power in the mining community. The second turning point is when his claws impaled his beloved Rose accidentally. Killing someone he loved with his own hands (or claws) tore him severely. Consequently, he chose not to believe his humanity anymore but to exile himself in the forest. But also because of his self-exile, the following incidents could happen in his subsequent life and thus be approached by Professor Charles Xavier (the founder of the X-men school) and start his heroic deeds. (“X-Men.(Dir. Bryan Singer. By David Hayter. Perf. Hugh Jackman, Patrick Stewart, and Ian McKellen. 20th Century Fox)” ) [10].
Free Will

Born to be immortal and to have superhuman strength, Achilles chose to unleash his talents in helping the Greek army to victory. It was Achilles’s free will that he decided to join the troop though he knew that he may encounter his death on the battlefield. His ambition of perusing glory and his love for his friend not only lead to his death, but also make him become the hero of the Greek army. (“Ancient and Medieval History Online. Facts on File”) [11]

After exiling himself in the forest, Wolverine met Professor Charles Xavier (Professor X), the founder of X-men school, and was recruited in X-men. In the process of recruiting, he was mentored by Professor X and directed into the right track, which means he was convinced to use his superpower in the right way, instead of making use of his power evilly. During the period when he was in X-men, he made lots of contributions to the world. For example, Wolverine helped professor X fight against Magneto, the villain in the Marvel universe and the sworn enemy of Professor X, and prevent the world from being ruled by the Mutant, which is Magneto’s ultimate goal(X-men Dir. Bryan Singer). The contributions he made to the world makes Wolverine fulfill the requirement of being a hero.
Compare and Contrast Between Achilles and Wolverine

Table 1

Compare the similarities between Achilles and Wolverine
	
	Achilles
	Wolverine

	Background
	Intimate friends (Patroclus), placed into forest by his father. 
	Intimate friends

(Rose and Dog), self-exile in the forest.

	Turning points 
	Beloved one being killed. (Patroclus)
	Beloved one being killed. (His father and Rose)

	Weaknesses
	Physical: right heel,

Mental: rage
	Physical: afraid of Adamantium (1)
Mental: rage

	Free Will 
	Using his super power to make their world better, and to protect his people. 
	Using his super power to make their world better, and to protect his people. 


(1)Adamantium is a fictional metal alloy appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics, and is best known as the substance bonded to the character Wolverine's skeleton and claws.

After analyzing the two heroes ‘stories, we sort out this table of the similarities between Achilles and Wolverine. From the aspect of background, we can see that both of these two heroes have intimate friends and have some kinds of right-of-passage in their lives. Also, from the aspect of turning point, we see that the death of their beloved ones plays a very important role in it. As for the aspect of weakness, Achilles and Wolverine suffer from both physical and mental defects. At last, by comparing their free wills, we find out that they choose to use their super power to help the people and benefit the world.
Table 2

Contrast the differences between Achilles and Wolverine 
	
	Achilles
	Wolverine

	Background
	Received love and care from his mother.
	Being ignored by his family members.

	Weaknesses
	Immortality can’t be harm by conventional means.
	Mortality, self-recovering


After analyzing the two heroes’ stories, we sort out this table of the differences between Achilles and Wolverine. Since they share fewer differences than similarities, we can only list them in two aspects. From the aspect of background, we can see that Achilles differs from Wolverine by receiving love and care from his family members. From the aspect of weakness, we find out that Achilles doesn’t fear of any conventional means and is almost immortal because he is half-God-half-human. However, although Wolverine has the power of self-recovering, he is still mortal.

Conclusion
Conclusion 

According to the comparison and contrast between Achilles and Wolverine, we found out that background, life events, characteristics and weaknesses have important impacts on them. We can tell from these four aspects, these two heroes do not specially distinguish from the ordinary except for their superpowers. Therefore, we can say that superpower plays a crucial role for heroes from the ancient to nowadays. The reason why they are more superior to the ordinary is because of their gifted powers. According to our observation of how they use their power, we found out that by their free will, they choose to use their power to help other people and to help the society they live in, instead of using their power to do bad things. Besides these two heroes we compared, almost all the heroes and heroines from ancient time to the modern world are sharing the similar qualities. To sum up, our answer to what makes hero is their mind and willingness to utilize their superior abilities to benefit the world.
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