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The Way We Were

The creative idea and form of CHIH-I YEH
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Abstract

Familiar space, familiar people, what they used to look like? I love to imagination,
because the chance to take care of loved ones, looking at old photographs and listen to
the story behind , led me into the time tunnel, opened my exploration of figure painting.

With classical painting techniques - copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s (Leonardo da Vinci,
1452-1519) works to learn to depict shape; then by the old photographs and the story
behind it, gave me space of imagination, with the emotional injection to the characters in
the past time; depicts its inherent charm. Furthermore, from the American painter Milton
Avery’s (Milton Avery, 1885 ~ 1965) works draw nutrients, combines form and content,
try to figure out the self individual paintings vocabulary. And living in the 12-storey
apartment, during the daily in and out often inadvertently attracted by the flower that are
placed in the balcony or the mountains outside the window, They all become my painting
inspiration .  So | created my art work between reviews the old time characters and the
scenes of contemporary living environment.

Although this creation is start from classical realism, but do not emphasis on
photo-realistic of reproduction, does not pursuit the scientific perspective stereoscopic
visual hallucinations, but with simplified through images and colors to choose, to pursuit
the principles of flat painterly. People Series in seeking to simple composition and color
to highlight the spiritual meaning in the stick figures.  Still life series is basically a
continuation of the figure series techniques, but more pure, more dependent on color
contrast techniques. Let the more abstract meaning of color to speak, so that the image
has more room for imagination to exert the description of the images to the sustenance
feelings. Two series in terms of People series or Still life series, they are all come from
my inner center ponder.

Paintings do not necessarily talk about the sublime, memories of my loved ones, my



living spaces is my best painting themes. Reverse time and space, the way we were
meanders through relatives, “ depict it shape, pass their spirit” .Creation life in the

infinite nostalgia, this is what | want the way to pursue of the artistic spirit.

Key words : Portrait -~ Oil painting ~ Classical techniques ~ Milton Avery ~ The way we

were °
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