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Abstract

“On these small things, day life is weaved into a web.” Cited from the book cover of The
God of Small Things (Mandarin Chinese version), the quote serves as the title of this
research discourse, which records my personal creative process from 2012 to 2015. With a
focus on the minute things in daily life as the essence of creation, this research unfolds my
personal creative perspective and practice. For me, art creation means accumulation; the
notches that surround our daily life collide with each other silently and unceasingly,
conveying abundant messages at the same time. In the introductory chapter, | explain how
my creative works are related to myself, and the metaphor of “self” in relation to the
“truth”. How are messages perceived, deciphered, and transformed into a piece of art
through the eyes and the heart of the creator? This notion thus paves the following
discussion.

In the second chapter the metaphor of the jigsaw puzzle is utilized. The ideas of imagery,
locus, materials and writing link together the possibilities of mutual conversation, though
the process is seemingly fragmented. The course of my creative practice is recorded into
three sections, which are: Tree of Autumn in Midsummer, Words of Transition, and
Remains that Were Once Here. They each narrate the creative concerns in different stages
and the things that inspired them. The third chapter starts with the sentiments of entrusting
emotions to withered plants, followed by the capture of odors in sensory experiences, and
then portrays the interest in things that are gone.

The fourth chapter chronicles the transition in my creative process. Seemingly
heterogenous, it is in fact a way of attempting to change the supports and expressive
methods when | was faced with difficulties. The fifth chapter aims at discussing the
ever-metamorphosing status of life after the physical contours are removed, fusing the
discovery of different topics and expressions in the previous two chapters. It takes in the
imagery of mono no aware, searching and lingering between the deceased and the living,
like the remains of tranquille, lithe spider webs. Finally, the retrospection of my personal
creative process and my aspirations for future projects are included in the concluding
chapter.

Keywords: remains, mono no aware, imagery, The God of Small Things
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