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ABSTRACT

The work is based on the observation and display of animals. The relationship
between humans and animals can be traced back over a thousand years ago. This study
explores why people gaze at animals, and establishes the relationship between humans and
animals according to human perceptions toward animals. =~ Whether in paintings,
photographs, picture books, merchandise or TV shows; animals are commonly observed.
However, it is rather meaningless if animals in turn would actually observe humans.

This study focuses on animal research from 2013 to 2016. Chapter I presents the
purposes and objectives of the study, including the author’s childhood experience in pet
rearing. Based on such experience and emotions when visiting a zoo, this research hopes to
enlighten people about the relationship and distance between humans and animals. Chapter
IT shows how the creative styles are influenced by the ancient animal symbols such as
ancient frescoes and ancient Egypt. The creative styles in art schools such as the Japanese
Kano School and Rimpa School are also discussed. Chapter III presents the creative ideas.
It is divided into three sections which include zoo history, wildlife clustering and the
relationship between humans and animals. In the last chapter, the research contents,
techniques, colors and styles are discussed along with an analysis of a single work.

The research methods include a literature review, phenomenon and style analysis, and
introspection. Based on historical views of art, painting themes and styles related to
animals, this study presents a historical background and style in order to understand the

author’s creative spirit and philosophy behind the research process.

Key words: gaze, observe, zoo, animal cluster
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