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A Narrative Research on Tzi-Huei Students' School Experiences

Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the school life Tzi-Huei students had
experienced. The participants of the study were four Tzi-Huei School alumni. In this
study, narrative inquiry developed by Lieblich, Tuval-Mashiach, and Zilber was
adopted. Both holistic-content analysis and categorical-content analysis were chosen.
By means of individual case study, cross-case analysis, and systematic examination of
data, interpretation of the school experience the participants had perceived and its
subsequent influence was produced.

First, through the narration of the four participants, their life experience and
backgrounds were learned. So were the boarding school life, the learning experience,
and the interpersonal relations the participants had perceived after they entered Tzi-
Huei School. Then, through cross-case analysis, what the school experience had meant
to the participants and the influence the school experience had had on the participants
were explored. The following conclusions were generated:

1) Students should be able to gradually adapt themselves to discipline, learning to
be independent and take care of themselves during the boarding school years.

2) A curriculum designed to meet the needs of a variety of students should help
develop potential, build confidence, and therefore increase self-esteem.

3) The affection and positive expectation of teachers toward their students should
have a critical impact on students of Tzi-Huei.

4) Students of Tzi-Huei should benefit, in terms of learning and growth, by the
peer students’ recognition and acceptance, as well as their sympathy and support.

5) Tzi-Huei School should aid children from vulnerable households in schooling
and fill an upbringing vacancy of dysfunctional families, effectively fostering steady
attendance at school and reducing the dropout rate.

Last but not least, for reference by Tzi-Huei School, the researcher made
suggestions to teachers and educators involved concerning the practice of Tzi-Huei
School and indicated directions for future research.

Keywords: Tzi-Huei School, school experience, alternative education
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