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A Study on Middle School Social Studies Teachers’ Perceptions

of Teacher Efficacy in Remote Districts

Abstract

Teacher efficacy affects teaching behaviors and student outcomes. This study
conducted qualitative research by interviewing four social studies teachers who teach
in middle schools of remote districts. The study aimed to understand what are teahers’
perception of teacher efficacy, what are the factors that affect teacher efficacy, and
what ways that teachers use to increased teacher efficacy.

The results of the data analysis showed:

1. The middle school social studies teachers perceived that they
have capacity for teaching performance. However, the teachers could not
do much about students’ academic achievement because of students’

motivation and the home environment.

2. Itrevealed that teachers’ teaching experience, the teachers’ marriage
status, educational policy, school principals’ leadership, and students and their

families are factors of affecting teacher efficacy.

3. The ways that middle school social studies teachers used to increase
teacher efficacy are by developing professional knowledge and

competency, finding supports and resources, and adjusting working attitude.

Based on the results of the study, this study provides suggestions to middle school

social studies teachers, middle schools in remote districts, and the government.

Keyword: Middle schools in remote districts, social studies teachers, teacher efficacy,

personal teaching efficacy, general teaching efficacy
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