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Abstract

In Meiji Period of Japan, the writing of “The history of Chinese literature” became
a trend. Japanese scholars in this period started to re-examine “The history of Chinese
literature” in the perspective of western literature and expanded the definition of

“literature”  during the construction process. These influenced Chinese scholars to write

“The history of Chinese literature” in the future. The article chooses “The history of
Chinese literature”  as research topic. Apart from the introduction and conclusion, the
article is divided into 4 chapters, discussing background and content of “The history of
Chinese literature” in Meiji Period hierarchically. The three main points of the article are
as follow:

First, by investigating Meiji Period’ s time background, which honored western
literature, I tried to find out how Meiji Period caused the revival of sinology through relying
on regulations, education system, official and civil advocacy. Moreover, this period began
to concern and make research on “The history of Chinese literature.”

Second, I select Rinpuu Sasakawa ( 1870-1949 ) and Teikichi Kojou ( 1866-1949 )
these two history of literature’ s authors as my research topic. I focused on their live,
writings and circle of acquaintances. In order to inquire into how these writers, who had
different background, wrote out extremely contrasting “The history of Chinese literature.”

Third, to figure out the common characteristics of the Meiji Period that reflected in
their works, I compared two Chinese literature and made comparison and contract of two
different china literature. Moreover, I surveyed the issues they had concerned, the style they
had chosen, and time range of the setting.

History of Chinese literature in Meiji Period established the style of history of literature,

and they are critical results which expand the definition of literature. The purpose of this



article 1s to clarify all kinds of phenomena that appeared in early writings of history of

literature.

Keywords: Rinpuu Sasakawa, Teikichi Kojou, Meiji Period, The history of Chinese

literature, The history of literature.
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