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A Study on the Effectiveness of Punitive Measures
in an Elementary School
— Perspectives of Teachers and Students
Abstract
The purpose of this research is to explore the punitive measures of elementary
school teachers. In the mean time, this research also probes what the perspectives of
the students on the punishment are, how the students deal with teacher’s punishments,
and whether different kinds of punishment affect the students differently. This
research adopted qualitative research plan, and a focus group interview was given to

Class A, 6™ graders of an elementary school at Taichung. Two teachers and ten

students who could clearly express their meanings were selected as the subjects of

in-depth interview.
Thus, the findings of the research were shown below:

1. The purposes of the teacher’s punishment for the students included “asking the
students to obey the rules”, “for fair and just”, “asking the students to practically
search themselves for mistakes”, “helping an individual to socialize (asking a
student to get along well with others)” and “pushing the students to study hard”.
The measures of punishment included “increasing a burden”, “labeling the
students”, “notifying the parents of their children’s situations”, “Deducting
student’s scores”, “depriving the students of their rights”, “confiscation”, “taking
temporary care of students’ belongings” and “paying the full price for the
damage” .

2. From a student’s perspectives: about one half of the students thought that teacher’s
punishment was fair. Lack of attention in class deserved the punishment most. Bad
test results needed the least punishment. The most dislikeful punishment, ranked
the number one, was to copy the text of school book by hand. The students
became no feeling to the frequent hand copying of book text, and turned a deaf ear
to deal with teacher’s nagging.

3. The most helpful punishment to assist the students to behave well was “not
allowed to take a break”. On the contrary, the most helpless punishment was to
copy the text of book by hand. If punishing a student was according to his/her
personal characters, the maximum expected effectiveness of correcting a student’s
behavior could be obtained. On class learning, both teachers and students thought
that a punishment didn’t have a good effectiveness. Besides, punishment was easy
to create a negative affect — lowering learning interest, affecting interpersonal
relationship, causing a fake obedience, and providing just a short effectiveness.

Keywords: punishment, effectiveness of punishment, perspectives of teachers and

students
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