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Resident as Teacher: A Case Study on

a Teaching Hospital

Abstract

Residents played an important role in the hospital. However, resident trained
curricula seemed not meeting residents’ needs for teaching. This study tried to explore
the training needs of residents as teachers (R as T) in a teaching hospital, which is not
affiliated to any medical school.

Data were collected through focus group interviews. A total 0f30 residents, 12
interns and 9 Visiting Staff from different departments participated in the 14 group
interviews. The focus group discussions were recorded and transcribed word by word.

Three major findings were concluded in the present study. First, the residents’
teaching methods and contents would be different because of different people, places,
and time. Learning through the residents’ teaching was the most effective way to
enhance interns’ cognitive, skills, and affective. Second, the residents’ personal traits
and thinking would influence their teaching attitude. Furthermore, students’
involvement, how residents’ schedule, and the department’s teaching atmosphere
would all influence the residents’ teaching attitude. Last, the difficulties for residents
being clinical teachers include that the residents were not confident with their
profession;the assessment system and feedback systems were not well-designed;the
whole learning objectives were not well-specified. Moreover, the residents did not
have enough time and energy for teaching whenever patients, students, and teachers
were not always the same and students’ learning attitude were not good enough.

According to this study, some R as T training models for this hospital were
suggested.

Key words: Clinical Teaching, Intern, Resident, Residents as teachers
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