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A Study of Elementary School Teachers’ Experience of

Participating in Professional Learning Communities

Abstract

Teachers are the key to the success of education reform. Many studies have
shown that participation in teachers’ professional learning community can promote
teachers’ teaching performance. This study investigated elementary school teachers’
experience of participation in professional learning communities to understand the
teachers’ professional development. This study employed the qualitative research to
study five elementary school teachers. The method of semi-structural interview was
used to collect data.

The results of this study had showed that there were internal and external factors
to motive elementary school teachers to participate in professional
learning communities. The communities had various activities where the teachers
played different roles. Through dialogue, sharing, practice and reflection, the teachers
had learned how to enhance students’ learning. As the results, the teachers
had improved their teaching and class management. The teachers’ experience of
volunteered participation in professional learning communities would promote
teachers’ professional development. Based on the researcher result, suggestions are
provided to government, schools, elementary school teachers, and future research.

Keywords : elementary school teachers, teachers’professional

learning community, teachers’ professional growth
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