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Rediscovery of Inner Self from Child's Perspective of the World

Concept and Style of Yang Yu-Mei's Glue Painting Artworks
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Abstract

Keen observation is the source of creativity and it is my firm belief. A ruin, a scenic
spot, and a glimpse of moment in life  may seem dull and uninteresting to an ordinary
eye, but it is full of different tastes in the eye of artistic creator, requiring more than a look
and even worth of time for a quick draw of it. Cultivating the ability of keen observation is
not easy and requires a long period of training, even a course in aesthetics. Careful
observation of surrounding with professional expert's instructions and self-awareness may
lead to some success. Sometimes, even an unintentional attention and curiosity can open
up a new page in creativeness. In my career of artistic creativity, my granddaughters'
words and behaviors give me inspirational thoughts.  And, the thesis of "re-discovery of
inner self in the world from the perspective of children” is based on the theme.

In the first chapter, it describes the over-exaggeration in imagination and speculation
of adult from daily observation of my granddaughters' behaviors and words. Sometimes,
their acceptance of foods or toys may surprise us as we love to "think for them". However,
when we believe it as uninteresting, they may be instead drawn to it with the utmost
attention.  The difference between the two fascinates me to go on a quest of finding out
their thoughts. How do they perceive the world? I, being trained in aesthetics, through
steps of observation and reference review to organize, contrast and analyze, will hope to
gain a general outline of understanding children's world and may even open up a new path

of creativity for myself.



The second chapter describes that with my background knowledge in medical care
and opportunity of getting closer to children in the work at a clinic, I may observe and
collect experiences along with theories of pediatric psychology and child educators, in an
attempt to decipher the way children perceive the world. My life with my granddaughters
even provides me more insights. The imagination of a child can be astonishing without
limit, similar to the world of cartoon with various unimaginable. It is filled with
mysterious colors and it may even surprise adults of how children can twist the reality into
fantasy realm. I will also contrast such world with the reality to open a door to
introspection and inner thoughts.

In Chapter three, 1 will free the thoughts back to the time of my own childhood to
discover that years of education and hardship from works and life had worn out all my
naiveness, leading to a stiff mindset. The child of heart purity was gone and | was no
longer the child I used to be. Instead, | have become experienced and sophisticated. A
sudden realization to re-discover the world in the perspective of a child will bring all
artistic viewpoints together and open a new path to creativity.

The Chapter Four collects various children's artworks, tales, cartoons, pictures, and
animations from the world to be analyze for the concepts and the styles. The colors, the
lines, the compositions and various techniques will also be selected to create an art piece
of unique emotion, idea, and style.

The artwork analysis in the fifth chapter unites the artistic theory with my creation

concept. “The essence of arts is to draw out the words of the heart” continues to define my
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inner unwavering belief. The exhibition of “Re-Exploration of Inner Self from Children’s
View of the World” is the new definition of personal understanding of interaction among
“heart, object, and individual” from experience with patients at my husband’s pediatric
clinic and daily life with my granddaughters, which triggers my desire to explore inner
soul.

In the conclusion of the sixth chapter, seemingly bizarre yet happy fantasies of
children’s thoughts, just by gazing upon them, have transformed my work to a whole new
level, by restoring “self” to a simple naive state, indescribable by words, which is the
original truthfulness of self in my path of artistic exploration that the “children’s view”

will to open up a new source of endless happiness and inspiration for my future creation.

Keywords : Fairy tales; Observation; Imagination; Drawing; Arts
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