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ABSTRACT

The plum blossom has been favored by numerous Oriental writers, poets, painters, and
artists since ancient time. It has been the main character within many literatures including
poems and paintings. It has also been given the humanistic spirits. The plum tree is
flowering during severe winters and early springs; therefore, the plum blossom has

continuously been praised and is the symbol of mankind perseverant characteristics.

This thesis is a series of Chao, Chun Miao’s paintings related with the plum blossom.

In the first chapter, the artist illustrated her research motif through several paintings methods
such as imitating, sketching, and readings. The second chapter discussed the most
representative literature and artistic works related with the plum blossom as its main subject
during the past Chinese and Japanese dynasties. In the third chapter, the artist explained her
thoughts of the plum blossom. She was inspired by these two poets who were chanting and
praising the plum blossom during Song dynasty: Mr. Wang Anshi (1021-1086) and Mr. Lin
Bu (967-1028). “The Plum Blossom” written by Mr. Wang Anshi and “Prunus mume
Garden” written by Mr. Lin Bu--both delivered the messages and spirits of the plum
blossom. Moreover, the artist further discussed the drawing techniques and styles during her
painting processes. She even analyzed the materials and skills that she applied onto her
paintings. In the fourth chapter, the artist demonstrated and illustrated her own paintings by
applying all the creative styles and drawing techniques discussed in the previous chapter. In

the conclusion, artist restated her journey of the painting
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