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Abstract

The Fall of the Pagoda, The Book of Change, and Little Reunion were the novels written by
Mrs. Eileen Chang in her late period. The first two novels were originally come from one article,
named The Book of Change, which was divided into two books subsequently due to its great
length. For The Book of Change, Eileen Chang took the word “change” to indicate someone or
something was varying, and the most severe change was the breakdown of the relationship
between mothers and daughters. However, beyond the change, there were still many kinds of
relationship between people and people, such as trade and money, and these keywords were not
only the topics that impacted on Eileen Chang’s life, but also the focal points of this article. The
Fall of the Pagoda, The Book of Change, and Little Reunion were the topics that Eileen Chang
devoted to in her whole life. From the earliest text what a life what a girl’s life in 1938 to the
texts Whisper, Ashes in 1944, The Fall of the Pagoda, The Book of Change in 1957, and Little
Reunion in 1975, there was a different transformation between them and the text type was
changed from prose to novel. Although we used the “mother and daughter” relationship as the
main point in this article to discuss the contents of the texts above, the transformation between
the texts was too important to be ignored. As the results, we tried to organize the difference
between these texts. The mother and daughter relationship which was focused in these texts
was a common topic in many literary works. The reason why we used quotation marks for
“mother and daughter” relationship was because it was also the concept of “chora” in Julia
Kristeva’s theory. In the evidence of this theory, we tried to realize the relationship between
mother and daughter and then study how “chora” made influence on Eileen Chang and her
creations.

Keywords : The Fall of the Pagoda ~ The Book of Change ~ Little Reunion ~ mother-daughter

relationship ~ Julia Kristeva ~ chora
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