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ABSTRACT

Explorations in the performance of lighting in contemporary art exhibitions are
rarely mentioned in Taiwanese curatorial review articles. In the past, essays that
describe the display of light usually cut in with the perspective of a museum. They
talk about the improvement of the display method, the scope of light damage and
barely the creative study of lighting aesthetics in the contemporary exhibitions.
However, in the face of the vocabulary and form of contemporary art, the relationship
of exhibition narrative should be reflected in the exhibition as it can reflect how the
curator connects the groups of works and the contexts as well as the ability to create
the view-values. Thus, the author believes the curator’s lighting design thinking and
its usage in the exhibitions can indirectly affect the integrity of the exhibition space
narratives.

In view of this, this study, from the perspective of curatorial talk, aims to
understand the curator’s attention to the exhibition lighting and the impact of the
lighting to the exhibition space narratives. First, “The relationship between the
curator, the lighting design, and the exhibition” should undergo through the carding
process. With the English well-known curator Paul O’Neill’s “exhibition landscape
theory”, the influence of light was extended towards the dimension of “space, time,
and experience” in an exhibition. At the same time, by taking the curatorial cases of
the XX Century as reference, the changes in lighting aesthetics could be observed. In
the second part “Lighting operation experience and lighting creation aesthetics”, the
author analyzed the lighting design experiences she had at school exhibitions during
the graduate school period and interpreted the lighting operations with creative
thinking. Regarding the aesthetic perspective, Dan Flavin’s, an artist who used light as
the media, and James Turrell’s works and creative concepts were taken as reference
and used as the extended responses to the aesthetic value of light and the meaning of
its use during the exhibitions. The third part “The contextual analysis of the light in
‘Faint Light, Dark Shadows’” is the author’s response to the hypothesis of this study
and to the purpose of the exhibition cases - that is, the curator 's practical observation
of the use of light in the narrative context. By interviewing the curator of that
exhibition, the attention and thinking of the curator towards exhibition lighting were
verified. In the last part “Conclusion and suggestion”, the author summarizes the five
observation orders and paths where the lighting design is designated to assist the
curatorial narratives. It is hoped that, through this essay, there is an understanding of



curating from a distinct perspective, a deepening perception to appreciate the narrative
aesthetics of the light in the exhibitions, and a possible dynamic-facet of the light in
contemporary art exhibitions.

Keywords : Exhibition lighting, exhibition space narration, curator, illumination

aesthetics, lighting design
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