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Abstract

Superpower relations is a major research topic in the field of
International Relations. In today’s world, U.S. and China are the
world’s most important countries and in view of ideology and values,
or even geographic location, even if both countries cannot be friends,
they will not become enemies. However, why do the two countries
always interact in a way that faintly interpret rivalry against each
other?

One of the reasons that influence the current global structure and
international order variables is mainly china’s rising power. Basic
differences in political structure, cultural values and etc. that both
countries are consequently lack of confidence. Furthermore, as
internal factors of increasingly different perspective in identity, it has
escalated and intensified U.S.-China rivalry situation.

This article makes the assumption that in consideration of changing
variables that include leader’s perceptions and change in the
international structure, and thus has allowed each country to rank
differently the categories of national interest. The common types of
foreign policy strategies are conflict, competition, no conflict, and
cooperation. Currently, China views South China Sea as national
survival and major interest. From the US perspective, South China Sea
could bring them major interest or many interests, on the other hand
both countries resist engaging in war due to the nuclear deterrence
(Thucydides Trap), but because of different ranking orders of national
interests, both countries find themselves trapped in



competition/conflict or no conflict/conflict situations.

Keyword : International Interest, The Thucydides Trap,
Co-opetition Relation, Internationl System, China Rises
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territorial waters
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B Contested Waters

CHINA National maritime
claims in the South
China Sea are a
3 grem s m .- tangle of overlapping
1 T o boundaries. China's
: f claim, which is based
on historical fishing
. use, cuts across the
., Uz \ broadest and deepest
i i swath of water, while
;B S 7 pHILpPINEs ©ther countries, like
L s L Malaysia, use
VIETNAM 7 . Y geological features
e ,-3_ 2 such as the continen-
. 2w ..1:;_.:";' - tal shelf boundary to
0 9200 mi ",\ _'". I A LY, 4 inform their stake.
= '

\_‘I J SOURCE: David Rosenberg
MALAYSIA

(www.southchinasea.org)
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