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Abstract

In a competitive and stressful environment, nostalgia becomes a comfort for
people to remember their wonderful past; it also adds value to self-remembering and
self-affirmation and triggers consumers’ emotional resonance. However, studies on
nostalgia in the field of industrial design have been rare. Therefore, this study
investigated the shape emotions and shape features of nostalgic light fixtures and
established the design elements of the light fixtures, attempting to provide specific
and clear design principles for nostalgic light fixtures to improve the practical
application of industrial design. The first stage of this study was qualitative research.
One hundred pictures of pendant lights with nostalgic images were collected, and nine
participants residing in Taiwan for more than 20 years were interviewed. Evaluation
grid method was applied to determine three nostalgic images, namely resource
scarcity, bamboo baskets and lanterns, and churches, and the corresponding 11
nostalgic shape emotions and 21 nostalgic shape features were obtained. In the second
stage, quantitative research was conducted. The Kano model was used to investigate
consumers’ emotional perceptions of the nostalgic light fixtures. In total, 101 valid
questionnaires were collected. The statistical analysis results showed that the resource
scarcity image caused the participants to have significant nostalgic emotions, from
which five shape emotions characterized by attractive quality were identified, namely
simple, vintage, old-fashioned, quaint, and antique. Subsequently, the evaluation grid
of nostalgic images was used to determine 14 nostalgic shape features that
corresponded to the five shape emotions. The research results revealed that different
generations of consumers held different perceptions on the shape emotions of the
nostalgic light fixtures. However, from the images of bamboo baskets and lanterns as
well as churches, no significant nostalgic shape emotions were observed. This study
suggested that future studies can add the aspects of consumer background, religion,
and bipolar emotion into the research to more comprehensively and objectively

examine nostalgia in industrial design.

Keywords: Nostalgia, Evaluation Grid Method, Kano Model, Shape Emotion,
Shape Features.
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