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Family Adaptation in Taiwan: Zhong
Mei-yin’s Prose Writing

Abstract

By analyzing numerous prose written by Zhong Mei-yin, a female Chinese
writer who moved with her husband, Yu Bo-Qi, to Taiwan from China in March 1948,
this study investigated the Chinese women who relocated to Taiwan with the
government of the Republic of China (ROC). After reviewing the prose written by
Zhong, this study explored how these women protected themselves and their families
in turbulent times and further adapted themselves under regime changes. Additionally,
this study investigated the reasons and unique context in which the great female
writers who moved from the mainland emerged and thrived in Taiwan during the
1950s.

This study first focused on Zhong’s unique life philosophies, which were
developed in the complexities of her hardships in a turbulent time and her suffering
from a chronic lung disease. The second focus is on Zhong’s psychological transition
and adjustment process regarding her endeavor to adapt to life in Taiwan. Originally,
the writer did not plan for a long stay in Taiwan and was eager to return her home in
China at any time. However, after living in Taiwan for a long period of time, Zhong
finally gave up going back to China and persuaded herself to treat Taiwan as her new
home where she would dwell permanently.

This study adopted the textural analysis method to review and analyze Zhong’s
prose. As one of the Chinese women who relocated to Taiwan with the ROC
government following the end of Chinese Civil War, Zhong was forced to leave her
hometown and became separated from her family and relatives. The profound
implications imparted by her writing revealed how Zhong adapted to a new life in
Taiwan and how she rebuilt her home afterwards. This paper comprises five chapters.
The first chapter describes the research rationale. The second chapter analyzes
Zhong’s works from the perspective of the art and literature policies enforced by the
ROC government in the 1950s. The third chapter summarizes Zhong’s medical
history to explore the philosophies of life developed out of her chronic asthma. The
fourth chapter focuses on the localized writing in Zhong’s works. The final chapter
concludes the findings that sum up Zhong’s life and the complexity and
characteristics of the literary world in Taiwan during the 1950s. The findings of this
study can draw the attention of literature academics to study the essays written by
female writers who relocated from China to Taiwan during the 1950s and thus bring
more insightful reviews.

keywords: Zhong Mei-yin, migration to Taiwan, female prose in the 1950s, literary
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