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Abstract

Konata (Z 7 7z) denotes “hither,” the near vicinity of the narrator. The
term is used to refer to the speaker himself or herself, or the listener. It can also
refer to the people or objects which are close to the speaker either physically or
emotionally, or the time period from a certain point in the past until the present.
The title is also inferred from the Buddhist expression “this shore”, meaning the

secular world where worries permeate.

Konata, limited yet close, is also a time and space where happiness and
sufferings take place. The multifaceted connotations inflicted onto this term point
out the essence of this research: the ever-changing and disappearing nature of the
secular world (as opposed to the unreachable eternity); the pain of separation or
the deterioration of relationships (as opposed to the complete joyfulness stored in
the memory); as well as the poeic beauty demonstrated by the human figures and
the surrounding atmosphere that are involved. From here, the author attempts to
connect the allusions and origins derived from various fields such as literature,
film, manga and music. With the interpretation of or reference to the two-
dimensional language of art, she intends to evoke similar imageries and

overlapped emotions.

This corpus collects the creative works of the author, dated from 2015 to 2018,
as an extension of her Bijin-ga collection. The chapter of “Prologue” states the

author’s research purpose, while “Orientation”, which is divided into “Origin” and



“Truthing”, describes her creative motivation and research objective. In
“Incarnation”, the author records her sentiments while painting her human figures
and objects. The use of art materials, as well as the application of techniques, are
summarised in “Necromancy”. “Vision” integrated some of the creative works

mentioned in the three former chapters, and “Epilogue” concludes.

Keywords: this shore, Ukiyo-e, Bijin-ga
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L’Amour looks something like you
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I’m not sure what this could mean
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That if | hurt someone else
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