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Abstract

Zhao Cheng is a modern scholar in ancient Chinese inscription as well as a linguist. He
was once holds position as a review editor of Zhong Hua Book Company. In the field of
academic, he achieves an outstanding performance in solving problems by combining both
traditional Chinese exegesis and western linguistic which show harvest in understanding
ancient Chinese inscription and promoting certain theory. His master piece includes
“Collection of Ancient Inscription and Phonology”, “the Simple Version of Oracle Bones
Inscription Dictionary”, “Research in 20" Century Oracle Bones Inscription”, “Research in
20" Century Bronze Inscription”, “Collection of Exploration”. Out of these works,
“Research in 20" Century Bronze Inscription” is a pioneering work in the history of research
of bronze inscription. This thesis will discuss his work by comparing other ancient and
modern scholars. Moreover, his research in the reading and understanding bronze inscription
is not in a huge number, but worth as reference material. In his theory of ancient Chinese
inscription, “dualism” is the most important one among all, where in this thesis, it has been

discussed thoroughly in chapter 6 as separated in three different stages.

Keywords: Zhao Cheng, field of bronze inscription, “Research in 20" Century Bronze
Inscriptions”, the reading and understanding of bronze inscription, theory of ancient Chinese

inscription.
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