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An Action Research on Gamifying the Instructions for

Creating Presentations

Abstract

The researcher have been teaching computer in an elementary school for nearly a
decade. It is very often that after teacher’s lecture, there is not much time left for
students to have hands-on experiences. Students gradually lost their interests in the
computer class. What students really cared about is when they are allowed to go
online to watch videos or play online games.

Games are effective strategies to promote children's creativity, imagination, self-
confidence, knowledge, and skills . This study aimed to gamify the classroom
instructions for creating presentations and to evaluate student learning performance in
the gamified instructional activities.

An action research was conducted. Twenty-seven 4" grader were participated in
the study. A 10-week course for creating presentations using LibreOftfice Impress 5
was designed and implemented. Four units were contained in the course. The contents
of each unit were rearranged into six “rounds.” In each round, a specific task was
assigned which needs to be completed in order to succeed. Game elements including
game points, leaderboards, badges, destiny cards, rewards and privileges were used to
motivate students’ engagement in the game. The findings of the study suggested the
following.

1. The gamification of instructions improved students’ performance in creating
presentations.

2. Difficulties were encountered in the classroom, including insufficient time and
extraneous errands for keeping the game working. The researcher extended the
course schedule and asked help from top students who were willing to help their
peers in completing the tasks, which proved to be a workable solution.
Discussions and suggestions were provided for gamifying instructions in the

classroom and for future research.

Keywords: action research, gamification, gamified instruction, creating

presentations
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