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Abstract

This paper aims to Taiwanese popular music from the 70's to present, and the
methodologies mainly include literature research and textual analysis. The construction
flowing between “native” and “indigenous” of the Taiwanese popular music is
reviewed by different social condition of each period of time in this paper. The major
differences between “cultural identity” and “national identity” are distinguished by

comparing the connotation of “native music” and “indigenous music” .

This paper presents that the concept of “native” and “indigenous” is not
constant with changing through time. People held different definitions of native and
indigenous with distinctive economics, politics, and social atmosphere in different period

of times.

In the 70's, the culture trend of Native Consciousness rose, consequently the new idea
could easily be found in the works of Da Chen, Ta-Yu Lo as well as the Folksong
Movement. Followed by the Dangwai Movement in the 80's, the “indigenous music”
was given the meaning of politics. It started to have the new characteristics of

“sadness” , “protest” and “nostalgia” . With Multicultural Consciousness raised,
the pluralism connotation of “indigenous music” turned into mainstream, and also

emerged from the concerning about different levels of Taiwanese society.

Keywords: Taiwanese popular music, native, indigenous, cultural identity, national identity
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