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Franch Existentialism was a kind of Bohemian ferment in Paris ; it had, as a garnish for the
philosophy, the cult its younger devotees had made of night-club hangouts, American jazz,special
hairdous and atyle of dress. All this made news for American journalists trying to report on the life
that had gone on in Paris during the war and German. Moreover, Existentialism was a literary
movement as well, and its leaders---Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, Simon de Beauvoir---were
brilliant and engaging writers.
19 William Barrett - Irrational Man > A Division of Random House - Inc. New York > 1958 - p.8-
I There was also a genuine philosophic curiosity, however inchoate in all this, for here was a
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movement that seemed to convey a message and a meaning to a good many people abroad, and
Americans wanted to know about it. The desire for meaning still slumbers, though submerged, beneath
the extroversion of ~ American life.
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