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The Construction, Reconstruction and Deconstruction of Max Weber’s
»Economy and Society«:
A Historical Approach to this Torso and its Critical 1ssues

Abstract
Chih-Cheng Jeng

This study aims the torso Max Weber’s: »Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft«. One side, the
text was anayzed, in order to interpretative the context of this monumental work; and the
other side, the different versions (editions) of this work was compared, in order to grasp the
different views of point in six versions (editions). This study suggests that the »Wirtschaft
und Gesellschaft« can be divided three phases, namely the
“construction-reconstruction-deconstruction”. This three phases will be interpreted
correspondingly the »Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft« Weber’s (1909-1920), as a posthumous
work  Weber’s (1921-1975), and as a historical-critical edition of ,Max
Weber-Gesamtausgabe™ (1976 until now).

Besides, in order to understand deeply the historical-critical edition of ,Max
Weber-Gesamtausgabe™, this study has interviewed the Editors. The interviews have offered
the elaborative interpretation, and have represented the current devel opment of research about

Max Weber.

[ Keywords] Max Weber Gesamtausgabe (MWG), Max Weber Edition, Economy and
Society, Interpretive Sociology, Historical Sociology, Rationality / Rationalization, Social

Action
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