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Taking the Investigation Report about
the Li-nong Houses of Shanghai, 1961 as
the main text, the project proposed to
study the correspondence between
physical dwelling form and the socialist
formation of the established urban



spaces of Shanghai from 1949-1965.
Li-nong houses had long been regarded
as forms of commodity existed right
from the opening of Shanghai one and
half centuries before. Varieties of
appearance and layout transformed
from the shop-houses-like prototypes,
so-called the Su-kuo-men Li-nong
houses, composed the diversified urban
dwelling forms. As the socialist
formation about the urban spaces of
Shanghai inevitably included the
historical mission to re-regulate the
social relationship, especially the
classes-segregation, some new
constructed ‘villages’ scaled like
Cao-Yang Workers’ Estate undoubtedly
could help to justify the new state’s
socialist governance through
accommodating hundreds of thousands
lower class people resided in squatter
districts originally. But due to financial
constrain, unequal disposition of urban
infrastructure also compelled the state to
have some ‘infill’ projects within the
established districts. But questions like:’
how did the socialist governance
ideologically constructed its egalitarian
well beings within the old fabrics of the
urban realm?’ still lacked thorough
concern so far and seemed possiblly to
be analyzed further if sufficient data
would be collected. The coordinator of
this project just got in hand the 1961
original draft of the Investigation Report
about the Li-nong Houses of Shanghai, 1961.
For further academic research, the
project would like to digitalize the

archives and put it back to right of the
historical context of urban Shanghai’s
spatial process for comprehensive
understanding. The achievements of this
project were expected to make up the
research deficiency about socialist urban
renovation in large ever-being capitalist
cities like Shanghai. That was also
anticipated to be basic data for further
topics toward gentrification and
re-commodification within the old urban
spaces within these cities.

Key words: socialist urban governance,

urban redevelopment,
overcrowding, housing,
Li-nong, Shanghai
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Panel 15 (Location E) -D2: Social Changes in Modern Chinese Societies
B RARHREHE P HL R UM E VRIS T AR

Urban Modern Infrastructure and the Material Basis for the
Social Formation of the Li-nong Houses of Shanghai

84 &  Chi-jeng Kuo

Abstract

Shop house was a typical housing type everywhere in towns and cities of
China. But in Shanghai it was gradually replaced by alleyway houses after
1860s. Although the compound of alleyway houses of Shanghai generally
named with words ‘li’ or ‘fang’ prevalently mentioned neighborhood in
traditional Chinese cities, but theirs physical forms were totally different. The
paper proposed to know: is there any correspondence between traditional
Chinese shop houses and alleyway houses we saw today in Shanghai? What'’s
the social meaning and material basis within them?

The paper assumed: the traditional linear type shop houses were the
outcomes compromised between ‘the limited facade width’ and ‘the growth
demand for space’. After gaining the minimum width for entry and
commercial activities along any public path, extra demand for space forced
the house to extend linearly backwards and finally form the linear type of
property lots and shop houses. Negotiating and agreements by implication
afford the possibilities for multi-families and dwelling-commercial complex
within one linear unit. As modern infrastructure provided electricity and
piped gas, water became more and more prevalent in International Settlement
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and the French Concession, new criteria for piping and valuation directly to
single use-and pay users catalyzed regulations for ‘building line’ in order to
have single family and commercial unit accessible to modern utilities. Limited
width negotiated with linear growth orientations once more and suggested
rational width and depth for single housing unit. Collective mode of
development through real estate sectors initiated the semi-public alleys inside
lots of the multi-units compound and rationalized the alleyway types of
housing. Modern infrastructure corresponding with concepts towards
private-owned property analyzed to be the essential material basis for
Shanghai alleyway houses.

Key words: Alleyway houses, Li-nong, infrastructure, modern utilities, building
line, social production
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