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Post-natal Growth and Development of Taiwan
L eaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros terasensis

Liang-Kong Lin" Chia-Hong Chen’

Abstract

The post-natal growth and development of Hipposideros terasensis were investigated from mid-May
of 1997. This maternity colony roosted in an abandoned tunnel in Chungliau, Nantou County (120°44'E,
23°55'N). Neonate forearm length (41.3 + 2.9 mm) and body weight (16.3 + 1.4 g), are 45 and 28 those
of the postpartum females, respectively. No significant difference existed between newborn males and
females. Ventral hair growth began at 7.7 £ 2.6 days, ears erected at 7.8 + 2.7 days, canines erupted at
10.7 £ 2.1 days, and eyes opened at 16.7 + 3.7 days. Forearm length, body weight and epiphyseal gaps of
the fourth metacarpal-phalangeal joint were measured 2 or 3 times weekly. Forearm length and body
weight reached 99 and 72 those of the postpartum females in the fifth week after parturition. Two
equations can be used to estimate the age up to 60 days after birth based on forearm length and the total
epiphyseal gap length. Using forearm length  81.7 mm, Age in days 0.42(forearm length) 16.19,
when forearm length is ~ 81.7 mm, the epiphyseal gap is used to calculate age, Age in days 8.46(gap
length) 75.52.

Keywords: Post-natal growth, development, forearm length, postpartum females, epiphyseal gap of
metacarpal-phalangeal joint.
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