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The Research for Gender-Equity in Public Transportation Carriage Design

-from the case of Mass Rapid Transit (MRT ) indoor space-
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Women had enhanced their participation in social activities during the changing of modern
social structure. The government policies and space structures, which originally build in the
patriarchal society, have reveal issues about the neglect of gender consciousness. It’s necessary to
improve present situation for the equality between different genders. Most of the public spaces,
which originally designed and planned by men, had failed to consider the needs for women. Policies
that are special designed for women in present public transportation system had also cause the
issues and debate in gender discrimination and inequality because of specific genders. Base on the
previous investigation, this research exams public transportation carriages with “user centric” in the
aspect of industrial design. By fully examine the conflicts between genders that happen in every
segment, this research explores whether the public transportation carriages are design for mental
diversification, the needs of behaviour, and gender-equity.

This research aims on Taipei Rapid Transit System and Kaohsiung Rapid Transit System as
field investigation targets. To thoroughly understand users’ behavior and gender conflicts, this
research concludes the common issues in the public transportation carriages nowadays by
observation and interviews. We also expect by designing a gender-equity public transportation
carriages space, it can decrease gender conflicts and satisfy the needs of different genders.
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