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Based on materials of ethnographic methods including in-depth interviews and participatory
observations, this research examines the contours of the Cross-Strait border zones that have been
continually demarcated and reconstructed by the in-migrating activities of undocumented
immigrants from China. By analyzing the features of the under-class labor market that has at once
contained undocumented immigrants and Taiwan’s aborigines, it aims also to highlight the
significance of Taiwan’s racial politics. With a study of the cross-border relationships built up by
the afore-mentioned subjects, this research project has also investigated the ways in which an

undocumented immigrant may understand his/her citizen’s rights through the politics of affect.

Keyword: China ~ Undocumented Migrants ~ Border Zone ~ Politics of Affect ~ the Underclass.
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Abstract

Border control has increasingly become a crucial mechanism of maintaining sovereignty of the
nation-state, whose utmost mission being controlling the entry of undocumented immigrants. Based
on ethnographical studies in the border zones along the Taiwan Strait, this paper intends to examine
how Chinese undocumented immigrants in Taiwan practice social agency by building up
cross-Strait intimate networks under the stringent pressure of the mechanism of border control.
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