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This paper aims to illustrate Dai Zhen’s attempt to represent Mencius’ original
explanation. Dai Zhen belongs to Qian-Jia school of Confucianism in Ch’ing Dynasty.
He adopts semantic approach to being against Cheng-Zhu’s theory as a leading
interpretation of pre-Qin’s Confucianism. One of the most obvious examples is his
completion of "Evidential Commentary on the Meanings of Terms in Mencius”. He
thought that the interpretation of principle of nature is naturalistic philosophy rather
than Chen-Zhu’s concept of exceeding. His interpretation of nousis based on Qi
(dynamics) which he thought human nature is something unique in human beings.
Human nature is based in goodness so that human beings can practice goodness,
which is something different from oxen and dogs. Thisis the reason why Dai Zhenis
against Chen-Zhu’s approach to interpreting Mencius by nature of matter and
metaphysics. This article involves the arguments over Han and Song Dynasties and
comparing who has produced closer interpretation of Mencius’ origina meanings. The
advantages and disadvantages of previous interpretations will be aso illustrated in the
paper, combined with the personal viewpoints of the researcher.

Keywords: Goodness of Nature, common nature, the nature of dogs, human nature,
Qi-Bin.
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