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Arcade Church Project

—the church incarnate in the consumer society—
Abstract

The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan is about to celebrate her 140™ anniversary since the
arrival of Dr. James L. Maxwell of the Presbyterian Church of England ( today the United
Reformed Church - URC ) in Tainan on 16 June 1865. On this Island, Christianity has come a
long way with the people in Taiwan, through the times of Japanese Colony, Nationalist
Government and the DPP Government as the change of the ruling parties in 2000, while
Taiwan shifts gradually from the farming to manufacturing industry and lately to the

consumer society of knowledge economic and service industry.

Churches seeks to meet the needs of the people all the time. The Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan first promoted medical development and education in 19" century, and then the
political justice and welfare construction in 20" centruy. Now the Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan must be equipped to take the coming challenge at this momentous turning point in the
dawn of the 21th century. The purpose of this thesis design aims at creating a brand-new
space — called “Arcade Church Project” — for the Presbyterian Church in the consumer society

of Taichung, integrating the forms of arcade and church into the daily life of the people.
The thesis design book is divided into seven chapters, which appear as follows.

Ch.1 Introduction. This section explains the motif of the design, its purpose and
methodology, and procedures. It also defines several Christian terms on the
topic.

Ch.2 Theoretical Basis. This section makes a description of the design basis,
including radical theology, consumer society, modern architecture, and
Alexander’s pattern language.

Ch.3 Arcade & Church. This section introduces “Arcade Church Project” with the
brief history of the develoment of arcade and church space.

Ch.4 The Site. This section is the analysis of the site.

Ch.5 The Model — Chuang-Ming Presbyterian Church. The introduction.

Ch.6 Process & Achievements. The draft model, the model and the drawings.

Ch.7 Review & Suggestions.

keywords : church, arcade, radical theology, consumer society, Taichung
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