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ABSTRACT

A historical space is usually the intertexture of its surrounding cultural background and its near by material
environment. Through and by the participation of new coming citizens and artists, what is once considered
old may be renewed with fresh, contemporary vitality and the chance to enter a dialogue between space
and humanity. This thesis design strives to seek the possibility of bringing back the liveliness of historical
buildings as well as the re-utilization of them. Targeting the Affiliated Official Buildings behind Taichung
City Hall, a base not only chronically surviving Japanese occupation of Taiwan to this date, having been run
by different organizations and its property being divided in an extremely complicated way, but also rich with
adjacent urban textures and historical traces that have reflected the building and life styles of local dwellers
throughout the decades,this thesis design offers a way for art to coalesce with metropolitan space by
implanting new functions and makes it part of daily lives for all citizens.

This thesis design emphasizes on the combination of art and daily life, coming up with the "Living - Art -
Interface + Intervention” concept as its backbone. The main content of the design consists of three parts:
Part one, literature review and development

Past developments of artistic spaces and historical buildings are reviewed critically to understand the
interrelationship between art and society. Studies of relevant cases worldwide are conducted to identify the
suitable art genre to intervene city lives in light of the combination of living and art.

Part two, the design strategy and operation

Specifying the Affiliated Official Buildings behind Taichung City Hall as the operational target, this part
provides the strategy for the building's intervention on the basis of its interface, i.e. the urban texture and
changes of historical traces surrounding the base. It also identifies the residential groups' "intervention,”
--the interferers from different user groups or of which their activities are involved, to the surrounding area.
From the observation and analysis of the site, the potential living map is developed, and a new space

generated in the light of "Living - Art - Interface + Intervention” is created .
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Part three, the methodology of design and illustration of operation

By reading and analyzing the architecture, a strategy of design is established from the "interface,” that is,
the opening of facade, the spatial sequence, and the pathing system. The relations between old and new ,
closeness and open are examined. Finally, art, space, and history are linked together by the concept of
intervening the new pathing system.

It is discovered through the investigation of the historical remains that the process of founding and
replacement from the old government hall to what is now the Affiliated Official Buildings behind Taichung
City Hall fairly represents the evolvement of this area through different eras. The historical memory is well
preserved in the building, and so is its architectural value. During the process of design operation, the
concept of "Interface + Intervention™ is therefore brought up concerning the related discussion made herein
to achieve the objective of the design.

Key word : historical buildings ~ renewal ~ interface -~ intervention - living
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