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® T FHAL (ERLEWRFL) F4 45 (L EBFUHRE 1997F) > B 1820
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I A SCERE » Ze R HFR a3 M ~ ARATAIAC R » M a7 a B sl » B
& LLEEIR  (Francis Bacon, 1561-1626) B{ARARIEZER AE £ (Scientific
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1900-1968) ~ #f& (L. Mumford, 1895-1990) % o Hol i iz VWSR2 -
B APRET ASCEZRAEE -

B 5 HE TR AR oS i A E B CECA X EREEB) (Humanism and

@ 3mdF o (BT - GBIEAILEIR) » BI85

@ KRR (TANE&L BHEH:RHE EERR? —RAGBEOFHM) » (BATE) F2h (4% 102
M) (2006 %) » H46-

@ X4 (MAAXZRENZRANERL) > (XBBHXEHRTE) » B 195
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FIRSFIRE A 22 BRI - 1 B2 (R S8 A8 7 % =5 A0 B R % > RHBA B 983w SC
HAERAENEH @ - (i FEEEA AR & (F 7@ e B AR - BT
FPE %7 ERTEMRREIE o P55 29 HEEFE ASCERIRAE 20 HACHIHY R
77 52 A AN/ N o
(Z) EBOBER
HEETEHI N X ERBR A TG R E L TmAER > 20 HFL 20 FAH)
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BRE S o

@ Thomas R. Nevin, Irving Babbitt: An Intellectual Study (1984) ; Thomas R. Nevin, Irving Babbitt: An Intellectual
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The Xueheng School’s Intellectual
Resources —Mathew Arnold’s

Cultural Criticism and
Irving Babbitt’s Humanism

Chou, Shu-mei )

[ Abstract)

Both Irving Babbitt and Matthew Arnold had tremendous influence on literary
criticism in modern China. This happened through a process in which their ideas
were received, interpreted and spread by the Xueheng School, a group of Chinese
students who had returned from the USA. Inspired by Babbitt’s humanism and
Arnold’s cultural criticism, the Xueheng School introduced humanistic cultural
thoughts to modern China. This cultural humanism evoked an introspection in the
critique of traditional Chinese culture in the May Fourth period; it also opened
rational dialogue between Chinese and other cultures in the world. The influence
of Babbitt and Arnold upon the Xueheng School was not a one-directional
instillation of a ready-made theory into a vacuous brain, but an intrinsic spiritual
conjunction. Similarly, the transplant of humanism from the West to China was not
a simple move in time and space, but rather, involved debates between antiquity
and modernity by these intellectuals who came in cultural contacts between China
and the West. This study of the Xueheng School’s intellectual choices—a unique
cultural phenomenon in which Babbitt and Arnold were accepted on a large scale
and at the same time fiercely resisted--should provide inspiration to China in its

cultural modernization in the twenty-first century.
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