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Prodigal Son, “Vision of the Orient”
— Yu Kuang-chung’s Idea of

“Oriental Self-awareness” and
the Discourse of
“Modern Chinese Painting”

Chu, Fong-ling”

[ Abstract)

When the Movement of Modern Poetry prevailed in Taiwan in the late 1950s,
Taiwanese painting likewise pursued its “modernization,” resulting in the
appearance of many “painting societies.” “Wuyue” (May) and “Dongfang” (The
Orient) were two such societies established with conscious efforts for the new and
the novel. Though “Dongfang” had started as a forerunner, “Wuyue” eventually
took the lead in Taiwanese modern painting by its numerous creative practices as
well as powerful theories. Poet Yu Kuang-chung’s idea of “Oriental Self-
awareness” contributed immensely to Wuyue's theoretical vision of what modern
Chinese painting should be. This paper explores the rise of the Movement of
Modern Painting in Taiwan, elucidating how poets and painters worked together
to set directions for and promote the movement. It examines in particular the role
“Oriental Self-awareness” played in the theoretical construct of modern Chinese
painting, and how it established Wuyue's position in the Movement of Modern
Painting in Taiwan.

Key words: Wuyue Dongfang Yu Kuang-chung modern poetry

modern painting
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