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Space of Happiness, Segregation of
Women, Forbidden Zone for Women
of Intellect: A Gender Study of
the Kitchen Space in post-1960s
Taiwanese Literature

. . *
Tsai, Mei-tzu

This paper explores the gender issues involving narration of the kitchen
space in the post-1960s literary works selected from twenty anthologies:
Anthology of Ten Major Contemporary Prose Writers, Anthology of Modern
Chinese Novels (1-V), Collection of Prose by Tianxia (1-111), Literary Writings on
Taiwanese Food (1 and 11 , 2003), Anthology of Modern Chinese Literature 1970-
1989 (Volume One, I-1V)-Prose Collection (2003), Anthology of Modern Chinese
Literature 1989-2003 (Volume Two, I-III)-Novel Collection (2003), and Fifty
Years of Prose Works by Taiwanese Women. This article analyzes the selected
works with reference to contemporary social circumstances in order to understand
how the kitchen has been used as a space of narration and emotional expression.
My study found that in the 1960s female writers wrote about natural sceneries but
paid little attention to the kitchen. In the late 1970s when the island was still
obsessed with Chinese nationalism, many female writers used food to express
homesickness for mainland China. While food was sometimes used to represent

local culture, the kitchen was still ignored. In the 1980s, with the emergence of

" Assistant Professor, Chinese Department, National Cheng Kung University

* Part of this paper was presented on October 4, 2008 at the Conference on “Gender Orientation and Aging Society,”
organized by the Taiwanese Feminist Scholars Association.

" Special thanks for a grant from “Re/Constructing Taiwanese Feminist Discourse” (A0149), a sub-project of “Innovation
of Taiwan's Contemporary Culture,” National Cheng Kung University.
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middle-class women, the kitchen became a space that distinguished a housewife
from a working woman. The early 1990s saw a new wave of change in ideas
regarding gender and saw the appearance of culinary literature. The kitchen was
presented as a place of affection in articles on gourmet food; it was also treated as

a forbidden zone for women of intellect in numerous works.

Key words: kitchen space Yuan Qiongqgiong Zhong Yiwen Kitchen God
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