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The Collective Imagination of
Taiwan's Popular Culture in the 1970s

Lin, Chi-ping’
[ Abstract)

The 1970s marked the time when Taiwan's popular culture entered a
post-industrial state. In addition to the main stream ideology of the time, the
financial power that had come with consumption of material goods and rise of the
middle class enhanced the complexity of the popular culture, which, in turn,
enriched the daily life of the populace. Directly or indirectly, a collective kind of
social imagination was projected into this newly developed popular culture.
Digging into its content will enable us to see the cultural trend of the time and the
images of the collective imagination.

This article discusses Taiwan's popular culture of the 1970s in three
perspectives: imagination of the nation state, imagination of American culture,
and imagination of self-fulfillment. Cultural commodities covered in this
investigation include popular films of political propaganda, romance, and martial
arts, highly rated TV programs such as puppet shows, as well as “campus folk
songs” circulated among the universities. By studying the content of this popular
culture, this article presents interesting features and inner values of the cultural

imagination in its society.

Key words: Taiwan 1970s popular culture films puppet shows

campus folk songs
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