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The Imaginary Reconstruction of
Historical Events in the Tang Romance

Hsu, Chien-kun *

[ Abstract)

Stories of Extraordinary Characters (5530 ) , compiled and edited by Xue
Yung-ruo (FEI%%) in late Tang dynasty, includes the following two chapters :
“Wang Wei” ( £#f) and “Wang Huan-zhi” ( £8,.2) . These chapters delineate
“warming books” or “painting the wall of the garden kiosk,” events known to
happen to poets in early-mid Tang dynasty. The stories and characters are vivid
and attractive in these chapters, but they do not necessarily agree with recorded
history. Instead of documenting historical events, the Tang novelists commonly
romanticize what would seem to be factual. This article investigates how, and
with what intentions, historical materials regarding the Wangs are recreated in the
stories. It elucidates the Tang novelists’ necessary use of the imaginary in the light

of modern views of the historical novel.

Key words: Tang romance historic novel imaginary plot

Stories of Extraordinary Caractors

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University
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