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Aided by the Literary Tradition;
Making Use of New Voices — Su
Wenzhuo and the New Life of Old-style
Poetry

Wong, Wai-leung (Huang Weiliang)

[ Abstract)

Controversies on the relative merits of old-style poetry (jiutishi) and new
poetry (xinshi) have been in existence since the start of the 20th century.
Reformists accuse old-style poetry by present-day writers of rigidity in prosody
and lack of contemporary content and diction; conservatives are opposed to new
poetry for its absence of artistic disciplines, its shallowness or its vagueness. In
this essay, a number of old-style poems by Su Wenzhuo (1921-1997) are discussed
to demonstrate that Su has followed the prosodic and rhetorical tradition of
old-style poetry while using new diction in dealing with current affairs. This
aptly illustrates the principles of ziyu gushi and zhuoyu xinsheng (aided by the
literary tradition while making use of new voices) as advocated in the tongbian
(tradition and change) chapter of Wenxin Diaolong (The Literary Mind and the

Carving of Dragons), a great treatise in literary theory and criticism.

Key words: new poetry old-style poetry Su Wenzhuo

Wenxin Diaolong

" Professor, Department of Literature, Fo Guang University.
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