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Hiding tears, a young woman snaps
willow branches — “women’s writing”
and its gender meaning in Zhou
Bang-yan’s Song Lyrics

Lee, Te-Wei

[ Abstract)

This paper studies Zhou Bang-yan’s song lyrics in terms of the construct of
female images, the writing strategies in representing women, and their gender
meaning. Female images may be divided into four types: saddened ladies leaving
their lover, house-kept wives missing their husband, passionate women longing for
intense love, and female singers endowed with beauty and talent. Zhou’s writing
strategies of women includes the followings: women’s private and guarded living
space, descriptions of female visage and body, narrations and the imaging of
immortal ladies, and time and space misplacement and separation of a beautiful
woman. As for the cultural meaning of these writings of women, we find that
women play a silent role, having no right to speak out for themselves. When they
do speak, they can hardly escape male discourse. They are either emotionally
dependent or indulging in writing of passion and desire. All points to the fact that
Zhou Bang-yan, who inherits the best of the Song Dynasty’s song lyrics, is still

entrapped by traditional culture regarding gender consciousenss.

Key words: Zhou Bang-yan Zhou Bang-yan’s Song Lyrics

the Song Dynasty’s song lyrics representation of women

" Adjunct Instructor, Department of Chinese Literature, Junghai University.
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