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Reading Female/ Female Reading:
The Construct of Women in Shen
Shanbao’s Mingyuan shihua

Chung, Hui-ling

[ Abstract)

Mingyuan shihua (Remarks on Poetry by Notable Women) by Shen
Shanbao, women poet and writer of the Qing dynasty, is the most complete shihua
by women poets of the Qing dynasty. Following the lead of the concept of
‘Female Reading,” this paper indicates that Shen Shanbao’s personal reading
experiences are consistent with her gender identity as well as her life experience,
which underpins Shen’s Female Formation. The study claims that Mingyuan
shihua establishes a female literary field, which brings women writers into
recognizable lineages of writing, and demonstrates their writing power. It then
explores Shen’s shihua in terms of the followings: the shared fate and life situation
of women , the portraits of women with special moral and intellectual capacities,
and the paragons of women who obey teachings of female virtues and propagate
female education. Shen Shanbao fully appreciates women writer’s work, thereby
constructing an ideal image of women who are equipped with talent, knowledge
and virtue. She establishes for women of the Qing dynasty a literary system of
their own, and displays the features of women in the process of their
transformations.

Key words: Shen Shanbao Mingyuan shihua Qing Dynasty Women

Writer Female Reading Female Formation
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