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Chronological Biography of Shen
Shanbao’s Early Life (1808-1837)

Chung, Hui-ling"

[ Abstract)

Shen Shanbao was an active and renown woman writer in Beijing and Lower
Yangtzu River areas in the 1820s-1840s. She was prolific in writing, kept good
relations with many intellectuals, was also important in the development of the
history of Qing dynasty woman writings.

Putting together Shen’s personal life incidents, her social connections and her
poetical works, this article meticulously weaves them into a chronologically
arranged biography. Besides her collective writings, this biography also consults
items from poetical and prose works of her contemporaries, other biographies and
local histories as well, with a view to presenting faithfully her thoughts and
emotional life, so as to help the reader to further understand her works.

This chronological biography will cover the life of Shen’s first 30 years, that
is, from 1808-1837.

Keywords: Shen Shanbao Qing dynasty Woman writer

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University
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