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Child mind, Originality and Native
Land: A Study of Cheng Ch’ing-wen’s
Children Stories

Hsu, Chien-kun

[ Abstract)

There are altogether three collections of children stories created by Cheng
Ch’ing-wen: Yan-hsin kuo (#&.0%H) | Tien-teng, mu-ch’in (KB > B8l and
Ts’ai-t’ao chi (¥RFPKEC) . The themes of which can be characterized as from
“growth” to “reflection on self” and finally to “returning to nature”. In his
childhood, Mr. Cheng underwent the experience of having “two governments, two
fathers, and three mothers,” and these peculiar experiences become the
underpinning of his creative unconscious. The conflicts between relatives force
him to precociously understand the cruelty of human world, and that realization
becomes a central theme of his children stories. Writing childhood experience and
impressions of native land, seeing reality and weaves them into the literary
imaginative world, are therefore a way for Mr. Cheng to conduct personal therapy
and heal the wounded mind.

Besides personal concerns, Cheng Ch’ing-wen possesses a keen mind for
social and cultural observation, and he has a strong sense of mission to inherit the
tradition of Taiwan native culture. He also believes in the existence of life as the
ultimate value. While writing children stories, he therefore never relies on such
tricks as magic power or magic gadgets. In most cases, “dreams” or “dreaming”
serves as the technique to achieve his goal. As for the themes, politics and ecology

play an importance role in his stories.

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University
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Cheng Ch’ing-wen has been widely acknowledged as an important fiction
writer, his crossing boundary from fiction writing to children stories and folk tales
invites much criticism that his children stories are “not understood by children.”
The cause of this criticism might be attributed to difference in defining children
story, divergent cultural views or reception by children. However, Cheng tries very
hard in turning female ghost stories and seeing things via dreams into a more
personal and original creation. Through creation, he keeps a close link with his
childhood and native land, while maintaining the child story tradition at the same
time. The author of this article urges Mr. Cheng to put less emphasis on cultural
and political issues and concentrate instead more on building up spiritual and

imaginative world, so as to obtain the real pleasure in that world.

Keywords: Cheng Ch’ing-wen Children stories folk tales

nativist consciousness crossing boundary writing
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