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A

An Explanation of the Word “5t”

Chu, Ki-cheung’

[ Abstract)

AWy

The essay discusses the original meaning of the ancient character 3%~ , and
traces the transformation of its spelling over time. The word ~4#” in oracle bone
inscriptions means #f; it consists of three pictographic parts to create the image of
a hand holding tools to cultivate soils and to dig well. In Chou bronze inscriptions

"4 is spelled as “E#” , which includes a phonetic part (Z£5). ## should
therefore be interpreted as [MEA22 | | but not, as in the cases of (Gt X) and

later understandings, [MFHE | .

Keywords: 5 §## oracle bone inscriptions bronze inscriptions
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