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Abstract

The style of art of the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou, has been considered as unique
and innovative in art history. They succeeded and further developed the style of Shihtao
and Pa-ta Shan-jen the individualism in early Ching Dynasty, playing a transitory role in
Chinese art history.  This kind of regional art movement has a rather complex relationship
with the social change and economic development of the time. American art history
scholar James Cahill believes that art study, besides the study of its style, should also
emphasize on its relationship with its social environment.  Art creation, therefore, is not
only an artist’s subjective inner creation, but also a reflection of the limit and influence of
the objective outer conditions.  This thesis, using the methodology of case study, studies
Chin Nung, one of the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou. | will take a perspective of art
sociology to look at the man and his art, at the paradox of spontaneity and induction, of
subjectivity vs. objectivity, and at the art the man self forms.

Chapter One is the introduction including study motive and purpose, review of
literature, research methodology, and research structure. Chapter Two summarizes life
and personality of the man, trying to establish the basis of his style. Chapter Three
probes into the tempo-spatial background of the 18™-century Yangzhou where Chin Nung
sold his paintings. Yangzhou in the 18" century was a place harboring a flock of the
politically and economically powerful salt merchants who led the regional cultural
activities and artistic taste.  Their cultural consumption attracted literati painters from all
over the country (“half literati within the Four Seas are in Weiyang (Yangzhou)”),
including Chin Nung. Chapter Four analyzes Chin Nung’s style, including imitating the
ancient plus creating from the self, integrating calligraphy and inscription into the freehand
brushwork of painting, sophisticated deploy and subtle arrangement of the canvas, and the
four-in-one style of poetry, calligraphy, and inscription with painting. Chapter Five

discusses how the cultural consumption and artistic taste brought about by the salt



merchants influenced Chin Nung’s art creation. For the art commercialization, the
painter ingeniously coped with the taste of the market at that time, popularized the forms
of art, shortened the distance between art and the populace, and even hired many a stand-in
to meet the great market demand for his painting. Chapter Six, Conclusion, reviews the
interplay of the four factors: the artist, the work of art, the audience, and the society at
large. We find that the artist intentionally weaved a fabric of comprise for both his
identity as a literati and the taste of the salt merchants.

The painting of Chin Nung stands for the paradox of a traditional Chinese literati put
in the market of art—it has the reflection of the artist’s self esteem and, at the same time,

reflects the consumption of culture, as well as the taste of art in the 18"-century Yangzhou.
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