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Study of Glue Color painting styles and methods in Taiwan from 1985 to present using

Zhen-Hui Li, Yi-Jan Wang and Wen-Zhen Rao as examples
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Abstract

Due to the unique political, social, and geographical factors, the development
of art and culture in Taiwan has often been influenced by policy making of the ruling
party. Glue color painting is one of the examples that was introduced to Taiwan
during Japanese ruling period. When the dispute over official national painting
occurred, in 1977, Lin Chih-chu defined what glue color painting according to the
characteristic of martial, and a new page of glue color paining began in the history
of fine arts in Taiwan began. The procedure of development of glue color painting in
Taiwan reflects how the art has been constructed by the society and the development
history of Taiwanese painting should include aboriginal art, Min-style art brought by
immigrants from China during Ming and Qing Dynasty, as well as glue color
painting introduced to Taiwan during the 50 years of ruling by Japanese. Since
1985, however, glue color painting became independent from national painting as a
separate official subject for study. Meanwhile, Department of Fine Arts of Tunghai
University invited Professor Lin Chih-chu(1917~2008) to lecture for students and
glue color painting was official introduced to the academia system indicating the
gradual evolution of glue color painting in Taiwan. The history of Taiwanese fine
arts has been interpreted differently due to the ruling of different political parties and
after 1985, new development of Taiwanese fine arts should have used their own
languages and symbols to construct self-awareness and during that time, glue color
painting has been decolonized. Without the intervention of political factors, glue
color painting now has been developed with diversification while with the
continuous increase of artists participating in glue color painting as well as the
influence of globalization, material is no longer limited to single dimension. When

placing glue color painting in the context of the development of contemporary



painting and art development, there is a need to discuss whether it can gain more
significance. This study thus based on the development of glue color painting after
1985 selects three artists Li Chen-hui (1961~), Wang Yi-ran (1969~) and Rau
Wen-chen (1972~) as the research subjects to discuss the current trend of Taiwanese
local painting art. Research methods include the collection of studies and work of
relevant experts and scholars, literature review, and interviews. Through interviews
with artists, this study attempts to understand the spirit and concept of creation of
glue color painting and then with the integration with perspectives of contemporary
art theories, this study further analyzes and proposes new views and contribution to

theories of contemporary glue color painting in Taiwan.
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