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Abstract

In 1969, Harald Szeemann, the director of Kunsthalle Bern, planned an exhibition
named “When Attitudes Become Form”. The next year he resigned and established
the Independent Curator system. Today, in accordance with Szeemann most
researches define the Independent Curator as “The curator out of authority”. After
1980, the system spread to the rest of the world. Taiwan authorities also imported this
system through Taipei Fine Arts Museum’s “Taipei Biennial” in 1998; however, there
is a gap between the definition and the reality after 20" century. Independent curators
cooperate with authorities. Not all curators outside the exhibition organization are
regarded as independent by the art world. This study applies Pierre Bourdieu’s
concept of cultural production in field theory, and discusses the independent curator
as cultural producer in the art field. Independent curators who worked in Taipei
Biennial from 2000 to 2006, incline to be more “culture hierarchy” in the category of
scientific power, scientific prestige, and intellectual renown. Their academic ideology
is different from the curators of modern art. This study utilizes Arthur C. Danto’s
concept of “post-historical art” to display Taiwanese independent curator’s features of
academic ideology, which are “philosophy”, “real moment”, “non-painting leading”,
and “social context”. This study argues that independent curator are not only
producers of culture producer but also have close relationship with the experimental
community. It demonstrates that fine art museums can be expanded by providing

experimental exhibition, and containing diverse art forms and structures.

Key words: Art field + Culture production ~ Post-historical art ~ Taipei Biennial -
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