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The Postcharismatic Fate of a New Buddhist Sect :
A Study on the Transformation of Modern Zen Society

Abstract

This is a study on the transformation and division of the Modern Zen
Society—a New Buddhist Sect established by the charismatic leader Li
Yuan-Song. There are two focuses in this study. First, in 2003, Li Yuan-song’s
transition from Zen to Pure Land Buddhism, which he transformed the Modern
Zen Society to the Amitabha Society for Collective Practice and let Master
Hui-Ching to take over it before he died. Second, in 2006, the key person of the
Modern Zen Society Wen Chin-ke and Hua Min-hui declared to inherit Li’s dying
wish so they left the Pure Land Buddhist Association and established the Modern
Pure Land Sect. At the same time they also set up the Master Li Yuan-song
memorial hall.

In order to effectively obtain the data of the disintegration about the
transformation of the Modern Zen Society and the division of the Pure Land
Buddhist Association, designing qualitative research has been adopted. Most of the
analytic data gather from: interviewing the key persons of the Modern Zen Society,
observing the meeting by participating, and reading the publication and the
homepage materials of the Modern Zen Society. The study shows that the three
major factors which influenced the development of the organization at the
postcharismatic period are: (1) the succession of charismatic leader Li Yuan-Song;
(2) the members thought that the religious doctrines and practice must have the
continuity and uniqueness. (3) the requirement of collective identity among some
core members of the Modern Zen Society. The author concludes that some
members of the Modern Zen Society challenge the new leadership and operational
styles of the Pure Land Buddhist Association and proclaim to get back to the spirit
of the Modern Zen Society has become the most important dynamics to satisfy
their need for collective identity.

Key words :
Modern Zen Society, Pure Land Buddhist Association, Modern Pure Land Sect,

New Religious Movement, Charismatic Leader, Collective Identity.
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FZLi% p 2, (communication of self-confidence) ~ " 4 4 & &t Z | (use
of personal power/personal magnetism) ™ % T 3 7] 0 & g |, (strong

enthusiasm) % o * 3lHouse (1977) 2L & 1 2 % (follower) ki >
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& A~ (Expectation) 5 m i®E& R (Affection) &tk AF E A %
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EEfEs > Lo aE RIS | R R el ®w B Flpt 23R T R
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Ao % o Fﬂ’#%ﬁm%ﬁﬁwiﬁ%iwv‘ﬂf EE S Fi2 ik IR (E
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BB P gk o F S e g Fik 4 A A ﬁ%f{—‘ﬁ SR AE @ 3 4 57 %% (Conger
& Kanungo » 1998 : 236 939) o £ H 372 KA Ao AR 0 F F Lk d
do P AR el R RS AR5 R R - SR
L PR R Lk B A NE R TR N NTE S

f247 » Eldershaw (2007 : 72) % 51 * Rodney Stark £ Timothy Miller &2

wip I TATE R ER Y 0 F AR A AR E A B PRl 0 5 2 AR
BRI > T RNFAH B RZ T LA A I REB I fE AT
7 OiE ﬁvﬁr??ﬁlﬂﬁbh"?")f%x AVELOEF  HEEOTEF FL AT
g 0+ ILATIH AR A MR AT AT R e B enis FHEBEORELEES R

“gﬂﬂ%m<W%>“%méi W P SRR KB R
A > TR SR o T2 W TR R PR B A A 0 5
AR R A A TR FRED IR - R PR A W F - BAT
WAz Y 0 B % - RAEEA T G akeniE R o g I E S Aoy
Ao R BB SREIFEER e S - B A R «ézr% H kAR P g crAE
moak L BRI s R T ek BIEY e ‘ikrr:,\' %";& N A ﬂﬁ—,g;fg@o | e

gk AR BT KB FE R R PHLE o

PR - BFE = # AT R BT SN0 A8 D] 2 iAo i i
rodiat g e F - AR L KT ko R A AT P A
BY pREFERDEIE S pHR R EHERNELET S FJEFILD
ﬁiﬂ~%£%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘£%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ’éﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬁf+
WATIEF AR ) (B 2002:59) cdet > MTE KRB IL FEFET LR
FABAFFPRE MWSG e L7 5 J 2P R { FUFFHEET L
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