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Planning a Natural Burial Area
at Wu-Fu Cemetery in Wu Feng Township,
Taichung County, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

A public cemetery belongs to a Nimby facility, and is also the eternal sleep place
when a man’s life ends. At the early stage of Taiwan, people paid less attention to the
quality of living environment. Therefore, burial hills with disorderly built tombs
(either secretly buried or overlapped ones) could be seen in each village and town. It
wasted land resources, and destroyed natural environment and our living environment.
It had a negative and deep impact to the local ecological landscape.

President proclaimed “Regulations on funeral and interment control” on July 17,
2002. It was the law source for the first time to regulate the procedures of tree burial
(ashes to the roots) and flower burial (ashes to the flowers). It gave us a hint to
construct graveyard facility. In addition to the sustainable management, the burial
methods should be diversified. The planning should be humanized. The planning
concept should conform to the green ecological factors and beautiful environment.
Master Sheng Yen (¥ gz F#) of Dharma Drum Mountain said before his death, “No
tombstone, no tome, but returning to the dust” It is the typical example of natural
burial. The technique of planning graveyard landscape, the effective recycling of land
resources, sustainable management of ecological landscape, etc... are the issues
which we expect to know about their prospects.

There are a few cases on planning the graveyard landscape. Especially for the

cases of planning a natural burial park, they can be counted on fingers.
This planning is made based on Wu-Fu Public Cemetery in principle of building a
natural burial park. Here a substantial planning mode is provided accompanying by all
the necessary preparations which are after systematic arrangement and investigation.
It is a practice which provides referential information for old toms in every area to be
rebuilt. A concept of sustainable management to the landscape of graveyard ecology
can be upgraded.

A beneficial result of carrying out this planning can be boosted.
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