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The Twelve-year Compulsory Education Policy:
From A Historical Institutionalism Perspective (B38011)

Abstract

This study was to explore the trajectory of theltsweyear compulsory education
policy from the perspective of historical institutalism. According to the theory, one
has to examine the changing political, economicsuilal contexts and to identify the
historical legacies, critical junctures and patpeataence point of a policy in order to
understand the evolution of institutional change.

The Critical Junctures of the evolution of the tveelyear compulsory education
policy include the starting of the Nine-year Congauyy Education policy in 1968, the
extension of compulsory education to vocationalcation in 1983, the release of the
General Consultation Report for Education Reforr986, and the abolishment of
high school entrance examination in 2001.

There are seven research findings concluded irsthdy: the impacts of private
high schools on the development of post-secondduigation, the impacts of the
previous policy on the evolution of the compulseducation policy, the idea of
credentialism affects the development of the twalear compulsory education policy
significantly, vocational students are increasinglgtivated by credentialism, the
influences of leadership on the evolution of theégysshould be emphasized, and one

important factor to be considered in the futurtheslow fertility rate.

Keyword: compulsory education, historical legac@gjcal junctures, path dependence,

system changes
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