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Abstract

Guest House —
Revitalizing the Former Taichung Prison
Dorm House Cluster

The thesis design takes the dorm house cluster to
the former Taichung Prison under Japanese rule period as its
site, seeking an alternative approach to revitalizing historic
buildings and to the coexistence of the old and the new.

One of the crucial issues involved is how to define and
preserve the historical elements of the Japanese dorm houses
in a meaningful way while accomodating modern functions
neccessary for the maintenance of the entire new complex.

An eclecticism of approaches drawn from known
practices as well as theoretical speculations underlies the final
results of the architectural design.

Key word: historical building, Japanese dorm house, Taichung
Prison dorm house during Japanese rule, revitalization
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7.1 4558

Architecture is risk and risk
seeks impersonal desire and ano-
nymity, from a merger of subjec-
tivity and objectivity. In the last
analysis, in a progressive distanc-
ing from the L.

Architecture means commit-
ment transformed into radical
expression, ...... a capacity to
absorb the opposite and to go be-
yond contradiction. To learn this
requires teaching us to seek the
Other within each of us.

[..]

The pursuit of the sublime is
identified with the social function
of the Architect, because the desire
for the sublime is not the invention
of the Architect.

Alvaro Siza, Educational Jour-
neys,1995
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